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About the Event

On behalf of Baker McKenzie, it gives me great pleasure to invite you to the 34th Annual Asia Pacific Tax Conference.

The New Tax Era
Transparency, complexity, exchange of information, increasing tax disputes and tax turbulence are some of the key 
words to describe the new tax era experienced by today's tax executives. A global tax reset is underway. To help you 
navigate this changing tax landscape, Baker McKenzie as your taxation and legal advisor invites you to attend our 
2018 Asia Pacific Tax Conference. 

During the two-day conference, our subject matter experts will share insights into the most discussed taxation topics 
and explore several facets of this new tax era. We will take a close look at the recent trends and developments, and 
have an open conversation about the implications and future direction across the region. 

The program will also feature a series of breakout sessions that will deliberate, in great depth, various hot tax issues 
and challenges in a number of key areas including tax controversies, taxation of the digital economy, tax incentives 
and transfer pricing. We will also be catching up on 2018's most important cases and rulings. 

This year, we will be partnering with Bloomberg Tax again and they will be hosting a special plenary session, "Market 
Outlook: The Impact of US Trade Policy on Asia."

I am sure that you will find the 2018 Asia Pacific Tax Conference enjoyable and worthwhile. I look forward to seeing 
you there.

Steven Sieker
Asia Pacific Chair, Tax
Baker McKenzie

For conference inquiries or to request one-on-one 
meetings, please contact:

LK Low 
Tel: +65 6434 2692 
lai.kwan.low@bakermckenzie.com

Follow us

linkedin.com/baker-&-mckenzie

twitter.com/bakermckenzie

mailto:lai.kwan.low%40bakermckenzie.com?subject=
https://mobile.twitter.com/bakermckenzie
https://www.linkedin.com/company/baker-&-mckenzie/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/baker-&-mckenzie/
https://mobile.twitter.com/bakermckenzie
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Day 1

Yong Sing Yuan
Tax Director

Sing Yuan is a Tax Director in the Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore dealing in 
transfer pricing and dispute resolution. She has experience in tax policy work and 
international taxation matters. Sing Yuan holds a Bachelor of Accountancy with 
Honours from the Nanyang Technological University and a Master of Advanced 
Studies in International Tax Law Cum Laude from Leiden University. She is also an 
Accredited Tax Advisor with the Singapore Institute of Accredited Tax Practitioners.

(Transfer Pricing and Dispute Resolution Branch)
Inland Revenue Authority of Singapre

Shahzeb Panhwar
Assistant Commissioner in the Public Groups & International area

Shahzeb Panhwar is an Assistant Commissioner in the Public Groups & International 
area of the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) and has responsibility for issues on 
related party financing and thin capitalization. He also heads up the operations area 
for the Docklands site, where he leads a team responsible for taxpayer engagement 
including audits, reviews, advance pricing agreements (APAs) and other assurance 
products. Shahzeb joined the ATO in 2014 after eight years with one of the Big 4 
accounting firms, where he specialized in assisting clients with their transfer 
pricing matters.

Australian Taxation Office

Day 2
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08:30 am – 09:00 am Registration

09:00 am – 09:15 am Welcome Address

09:15 am – 10:30 am Plenary Session
Asia Pacific Tax Update - Part I
In this fast-paced session, a panel will highlight the most significant developments affecting Asia and elsewhere 
over the last year.

10:30 am – 11:00 am Coffee Break

11:00 am – 12:15 pm Breakout Sessions (Part I)
Part 1A: Customs Valuation Considerations in Transfer Pricing and Supply Chain Management
Customs valuation is a key but often less understood component of a company's comprehensive supply chain planning. 
Customs valuation is a critical variable in determining the amount of customs duty and indirect tax that companies must 
pay at the border, and in a tense global trade environment, it is a subject of increasing regulatory interest.
This session explores the differences and similarities between customs valuation and transfer pricing, opportunities 
for collaborative tax and customs supply chain planning, and strategies for defending customs valuation audits and controversies.
Panelists:

AGENDA – DAY 1

Allen Tan 
Principal | Singapore

Moderator: 
Steven Sieker
Asia Pacific Head, Tax | Hong Kong

Moderator: 
Jon Cowley 
Partner | Hong Kong

Moderator: 
Adeline Wong
Partner | Kuala Lumpur

Frederick Burke 
Managing Partner | Ho Chi Minh City

Edwin Whatley
Partner | Tokyo

Panelists:
Daksha Baxi 
Head of International Tax, Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas

Ponti Partogi 
Partner, Head of the Tax & Trade Practice Group | Jakarta

Miles Hurst 
Partner | Sydney

Adeline Wong 
Partner | Kuala Lumpur

Amy Ling 
Partner | Hong Kong

Ken Okawara 
Partner | Tokyo

Michael Nixon 
Principal, Economist, Tax | Singapore

Panya Sittisakonsin 
Partner | Bangkok

Ivy Tan 
Associate | Kuala Lumpur

Istee Cheah
Senior Associate | Kuala Lumpur

Ryutaro Oka
Principal Tax Advisor | Tokyo

Panelists:
Nopporn Charoenkitraj
Partner | Bangkok

Thanh Vinh Nguyen
Local Partner | Ho Chi Minh City

Jon Eichelberger
Senior Counsel | San Francisco

Shih Hui Lee
Local Principal | Singapore

Part 1B: M&A Planning in the BEPS World
M&A deals are widespread in the Asia Pacific region, as corporations look to streamline their businesses, raise funds or dominate 
markets. Regardless whether these are domestic or global M&A transactions, it is more important than ever to navigate these 
transactions carefully through the BEPS era. This is especially the case with diverse cultures and increasing complexity in local 
tax regulations and practices in Asia Pacific. In this session, the panel will discuss the future of M&A planning and key tax issues 
in an M&A integration, within today's broad international tax climate.
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11:00 am – 12:15 pm Part 1C: Taxation of the Digitalized Economy
One of the hotly debated topics in international tax today revolve around how countries should react to the digitalization 
of businesses. This issue continues to provoke a plethora of responses from governments, international bodies and corporations. 
It is no secret that digitalization is big, for example, the top five companies by way of market capitalization on the NASDAQ 
are tech companies, all of whom have a digital presence in almost every country. This begs the question of whether the nexus 
and profit allocation rules, strongly rooted in physical presence requirements and which underpin international taxation 
principles, are still relevant in recognizing the profits generated and value created by tech companies. If these principles are 
becoming obsolete, then what are the countries, the OECD and the EU proposing?
In this session, we will consider the recent developments in this space, including the 2018 OECD Interim Report Tax Challenges 
Arising from Digitalization and the European Commission Proposals for Directives regarding fair taxation of the digital economy. 
Further, we will look at the growing number of countries introducing domestic unilateral measures relating to the taxation 
of the digital economy and discuss how this taxing trend may impact your business.
Panelists: 

12:15 pm – 01:30 pm Lunch and Keynote 

01:30 pm – 02:45 pm Breakout Sessions (Part II)
Part 2A: Tax Incentives
The opportunities in the Asia Pacific region are boundless as the region turns into a major driver of the global economy. Tax 
incentives have been playing an increasing role in investment decision-making, leading to a bigger number of cross-border 
deals and greater trade competition in Asia Pacific.
In this session, we will examine and analyze some of the tax incentives, tax reliefs and tax holidays across Asia Pacific 
and answer frequently asked questions on investment and tax incentives.
Panelists:

Moderator: 
James Choo
Local Principal | Singapore

Moderator: 
Ria Muhariastuti
Senior Tax Specialist | Jakarta

AGENDA – DAY 1

Kate Alexander
Principal Tax Advisor | London

Simone Bridges
Partner | Sydney

Gary Sprague
Partner | Palo Alto

Yi Lyn Tan
Senior Associate | Kuala Lumpur

Edwin Whatley
Partner | Tokyo

Jaclyn Ho
Local Principal (Tax Advisor) | 
Singapore

Nancy Lai
Partner | Shanghai

Chanida Leelanuntakul
Associate | Bangkok

Thanh Vinh Nguyen
Local Partner | Ho Chi Minh City

Istee Cheah
Senior Associate | Kuala Lumpur

Yong Sing Yuan 
Tax Director (Transfer Pricing and Dispute 
Resolution Branch), Inland Revenue Authority 
of Singapore
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01:30 pm – 02:45 pm Part 2B: Indirect Tax
The last three years have been very interesting with major changes and development in the indirect tax systems all around 
Asia Pacific. We are now living in a complex and highly digitalized world, with more and more transactions occurring 
in the digital marketplaces, dislocating, disrupting and replacing the historical/traditional business model. Some jurisdictions, 
for example, Australia, have also introduced indirect tax changes to impose GST on e-commerce transactions and the online 
sale of goods.
This interactive session will look into a range of key indirect tax developments and the progress of VAT/GST initiatives 
in the Asia Pacific region. We will also discuss, in particular, indirect tax developments in Australia, Malaysia, India and China, as 
these jurisdictions have the most significant indirect tax developments in this region. We will also consider some case studies 
(where applicable) in discussing some of the developments and the impact to your business.
Panelists:

Part 2C: Transfer Pricing
Transfer pricing is the top source of global tax controversy. Tax auditors across the region have increasing audit targets 
and the assertion of transfer pricing adjustments and penalties are therefore commonplace. Despite the introduction 
of significant new transfer pricing laws and guidance to help drive technically-focused discussions and consistency, 
and despite the proliferation of guidance being broadly aligned with the standards of the OECD, the interpretation 
and application of these standards are still divergent and inconsistent. It is therefore challenging to develop a robust 
and consistent compliance strategy and even more difficult to resolve disputes when they do arise. 
Our session will aim to cover the practicalities of preparing for and actually resolving disputes in Asia Pacific. When 
and how should you attempt to bring tax authorities to the negotiating table? How may it be possible to draw matters 
to a conclusion? How should information disclosures and fishing expeditions be managed? How can you prepare to defend 
yourself in advance of any adjustment, and what is the usefulness of documentation?
Panelists:

02:45 pm – 03:15 pm Coffee Break

Moderator: 
Simone Bridges
Partner | Sydney

AGENDA – DAY 1

Moderator: 
Michael Nixon
Principal, Economist, Tax | Singapore

Yvonne Beh
Partner | Kuala Lumpur

Shih Hui Lee
Local Principal | Singapore

Dennis Lee
Senior Consultant | Taipei

Howard Weitzman
Counsel | Tokyo

Jason Wen
International Tax Director | Beijing

Yukiko Komori
Partner | Tokyo

Krystal Ng
Partner | Kuala Lumpur

Jay Shim
Partner - International Tax Planning 
and Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko

Moiz Shirazi
Principal Economist | Chicago

Abe Zhao
International Tax Director | Beijing
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03:15 pm – 04:15 pm Plenary Session
Tax Controversies in Asia
The implementation of tax transparency measures along with a changing political environment has impacted the way tax 
authorities now audit and challenge taxpayers' positions. Tax authorities are taking increasingly aggressive positions 
and as a result taxpayers need to take a comprehensive and strategic approach when managing tax audits and resolving 
tax disputes.
In this session, we will focus on addressing aggressive audit practices, and look at some effective ways to handle tax 
disputes and audits.
Panelists:

04:15 pm – 05:30 pm Bloomberg Tax Session
Market Outlook: The Impact of US Trade Policy on Asia
This special session provided by Bloomberg Tax will examine the future of global trade. Top Bloomberg experts will discuss 
the current shifts in policies coming from the US, how these changes will impact key companies and countries in Asia, 
and what policy changes we might expect from Asian players in response.
Panelists:

06:00 pm onwards Cocktails and Dinner Hosted by Bloomberg Tax

AGENDA – DAY 1

Moderator: 
Steven Sieker
Asia Pacific Head, Tax | Hong Kong

Moderator: 
Juliette Saly
Anchor and Reporter, Bloomberg Radio 
and Television

Mark Cudmore
Head of Markets Live Blog, Bloomberg News

Tamara Henderson
Economist, Bloomberg Intelligence

Michelle Jamrisko
Southeast Asia Economy Reporter, Bloomberg News

Daru Hananto
Associate Partner | Jakarta

Thanh Vinh Nguyen
Local Partner | Ho Chi Minh City

Simone Bridges
Partner | Sydney

Chun Ying Ng
Local Principal | Singapore

Maria Ana Camila Jacinto-Lagustan
Senior Associate | Manila

Jay Shim
Partner - International Tax Planning 
and Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko

Jason Liang
Partner | Kuala Lumpur

Jason Wen
International Tax Director | Beijing
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09:15 am – 10:30 am | Asia Pacific Tax Update - Part I

Steven Sieker
Asia Pacific Head, Tax | Hong Kong
steven.sieker@bakermckenzie.com
Steven Sieker heads the Asia Pacific Tax Practice Group of Baker McKenzie across 12 
countries. Steven's practice focuses on Hong Kong and Asian regional tax advisory 
work, estate planning and tax litigation. He frequently represents clients in tax 
disputes with the Inland Revenue Department in Hong Kong. As per Chambers Asia 
Pacific, Steven is highly thought of in the market for his experience and work in the 
contentious tax space, and is also skilled at taking on wealth management matters.

Moderator

Daksha Baxi
Head of International Tax, Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas
Daksha Baxi is the head of International Taxation at the top tier Indian law firm Cyril 
Amarchand Mangaldas. She has vast experience in International Taxation for over 30 
years advising clients ranging from multinational corporations and conglomerates 
to private equity, venture capital funds, not-for-profit organizations, Ivy League 
universities, listed and unlisted companies across all sectors on all types of 
transactions involving both cross-border and domestic structuring and advisory. 

Miles Hurst
Partner | Sydney
miles.hurst@bakermckenzie.com
Miles Hurst is a partner in Baker McKenzie’s tax team. Miles advises on the tax 
aspects of renewable energy projects, infrastructure, property, technology and 
cross-border restructures.

Amy Ling
Partner | Hong Kong
amy.ling@bakermckenzie.com
Amy Ling is a partner in Baker McKenzie's Hong Kong office. Amy has extensive 
experience in tax matters, having previously worked at a Big Four accounting firm 
and a major investment banking firm based in New York. She advises multinational 
companies on a range of issues relating to PRC tax and legal implications 
of investments in China, including mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, 
reorganizations, post-acquisition integration, licensing, retail structures, supply 
chain structures and individual income taxation matters.

Panelists

Frederick Burke
Managing Partner | Ho Chi Minh City
frederick.burke@bakermckenzie.com
Frederick Burke is a member of Baker McKenzie’s Global Policy Committee, 
responsible for driving the overall strategy of the Firm. Frederick is also the 
managing partner of our Baker McKenzie offices in Vietnam. He has more than 
30 years of experience practicing in the areas of corporate law, real estate, and 
international trade and is highly regarded for his work on foreign investment 
projects in Vietnam and China for key players in the property development, 
trade, IT/C, and project finance areas. Frederick provides practical advice in the 
related issues of securities, finance, tax, labor, regulatory compliance and dispute 
resolution.

Ponti Partogi
Partner, Head of the Tax & Trade Practice Group | Jakarta
ponti.partogi@bakermckenzie.com
Ponti Partogi is the head of the Tax and Trade Practice Group at Hadiputranto, 
Hadinoto & Partners (HHP Law Firm), a member firm of Baker & McKenzie 
International. His combined legal and accounting background allows him to provide 
comprehensive tax advice on various transactions both from legal and accounting 
perspectives. He is also a seasoned tax litigator who has been assisting clients on 
matters relating to tax disputes and controversies, transfer pricing, tax credits, 
double tax treaties, withholding tax, VAT and tax incentives.

PLENARY SESSION

Edwin Whatley
Partner | Tokyo
edwin.whatley@bakermckenzie.com
Edwin Whatley leads the Firm's Tax Practice Group in Tokyo and is highly 
experienced in both US and Japanese tax law. Edwin focuses on international 
taxation, corporate and international tax planning, transfer pricing and tax 
controversies for Japanese and foreign corporations. He also works with clients 
on reorganizations and acquisitions in Japan, as well as Japanese consumption tax 
(VAT) and customs.

Adeline Wong
Partner | Kuala Lumpur
adeline.wong@wongpartners.com
Adeline Wong heads the firm’s tax, trade and wealth management practice. 
Adeline has close to 28 years of experience spanning a broad category of tax 
work, which encompasses foreign trade and WTO matters, transfer pricing, tax 
audits, tax controversies, wealth and trust management, corporate tax planning 
and advisory, including local, regional and cross-border corporate exercises. 
She also advises multinationals in various industries on a number of issues in 
relation to import and export law, duties, export control, free zones, antitrust, 
unfair competition, anti-dumping, consumer protection, product liability as well 
as FTA issues.

mailto:steven.sieker%40bakermckenzie.com?subject=
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mailto:adeline.wong%40wongpartners.com?subject=
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11:00 am – 12:15 pm | Part 1A: Customs Valuation Considerations in Transfer Pricing and Supply Chain Management

Jon Cowley
Partner | Hong Kong
jon.cowley@bakermckenzie.com
Jon Cowley is a trade partner based in Baker McKenzie's Hong Kong office. Jon's 
practice focuses on Asia Pacific customs and trade matters, including controversy 
and audit support, duty and indirect tax planning, supply chain structuring and 
trade compliance advice. Jon returned to Baker McKenzie after spending five 
years as Assistant General Counsel for Customs and International Trade at a major 
consumer product company, where he advised the business on trade and customs 
issues globally.

Michael Nixon
Principal, Economist, Tax | Singapore
michael.nixon@bakermckenzie.com
Michael Nixon leads the transfer pricing practice in Singapore, where he has been 
based for the last nine years. Michael is a seasoned transfer pricing economics 
and tax practitioner, and has advised multinationals across various industries 
throughout the planning, compliance and audit cycle. His practice focuses on 
projects requiring advice on sophisticated and complicated transfer pricing matters, 
in particular focusing on large-scale multinational corporations.

Panya Sittisakonsin
Partner | Bangkok
panya.sittisakonsin@bakermckenzie.com
Panya Sittisakonsin is currently a partner in the Tax Practice Group. Panya also leads 
the International Commercial and Trade Practice Group, and in particular, practices 
in the customs and supply chain areas. Panya has been recognized for advising 
clients on highly complex tax structures, offshore investment, international tax 
planning, tax disputes, and tax litigation. His practice also includes boutique tax 
areas, e.g., customs duty, excise tax, and property tax.

Ken Okawara
Partner | Tokyo
ken.okawara@bakermckenzie.com
Ken Okawara is head of transfer pricing and economic analysis at Baker McKenzie 
Tokyo office. Ken is a licensed tax attorney and a PhD economist. He has assisted 
numerous multinational companies with international tax planning and in 
negotiations with the tax authorities of Japan and other countries, and has helped 
clients to obtain resolution of transfer pricing disputes at bilateral and multilateral 
competent authority proceedings.

Moderator

Panelists

Ivy Tan
Associate | Kuala Lumpur
ivy.tan@wongpartners.com
Ivy Tan is an associate in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management Practice Group at 
Wong & Partners. Ivy regularly advises on international trade and customs matters 
including cross-border supply chain strategies, use of free trade agreements (FTAs) 
and special customs area, tariff classification and valuation, import and export 
controls, trade remedies and other domestic trade issues. She also advises on tax 
and corporate matters in relation to M&A and restructuring exercises, as well as tax 
planning and compliance.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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11:00 am – 12:15 pm | Part 1B: M&A Planning in the BEPS World

Nopporn Charoenkitraj
Partner | Bangkok
nopporn.charoenkitraj@bakermckenzie.com
Nopporn Charoenkitraj is currently active in the Tax Practice Group. Nopporn 
provides clients comprehensive legal advice on tax law and other aspects of civil 
and commercial law, particularly corporate restructuring and M&A planning, 
taxation of real estate and tax planning, taxation of the digital economy and the 
venture capital, and dispute resolutions.

Jon Eichelberger
Senior Counsel, co-Head China Tax Practice | San Francisco
jon.eichelberger@bakermckenzie.com
Jon Eichelberger specializes in tax planning, advice and audit defense for inbound 
business into China, including both direct and indirect tax. Jon has extensive 
experience with acquisitions, divestitures, reorganizations, joint ventures, 
technology transfer, and the establishment of distribution, sourcing and services 
operations in China. After having lived and worked in China for 29 years, he is now 
based in our Firm's San Francisco office, where he continues to work closely with our 
teams in China.

Istee Cheah
Senior Associate | Kuala Lumpur
istee.cheah@wongpartners.com
Istee Cheah is a senior associate in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management 
Practice Group at Wong & Partners. Her practice focuses on wealth management 
and succession planning including advising high-net worth individuals, financial 
institutions and intermediaries on the legal, regulatory and tax issues in respect 
of setting up a succession planning structure. She has also assisted families and 
individuals with the actual implementation of such structures, which includes the 
setting up of Malaysian or offshore trust structures.

Moderator

Panelists

Adeline Wong
Partner | Kuala Lumpur
adeline.wong@wongpartners.com
Adeline Wong heads the firm’s tax, trade and wealth management practice. Adeline 
has close to 28 years of experience spanning a broad category of tax work, which 
encompasses foreign trade and WTO matters, transfer pricing, tax audits, tax 
controversies, wealth and trust management, corporate tax planning and advisory, 
including local, regional and cross-border corporate exercises. She also advises 
multinationals in various industries on a number of issues in relation to import and 
export law, duties, export control, free zones, antitrust, unfair competition, anti-
dumping, consumer protection, product liability as well as FTA issues.

Ryutaro Oka
Principal Tax Advisor | Tokyo
ryutaro.oka@bakermckenzie.com
Ryutaro Oka has significant experience in the finance, trade, energy and 
manufacturing industries, where he has developed and maintained good client 
relationships. Ryutaro regularly advises on complex international tax issues, 
working extensively with colleagues in the US, UK, Netherlands, China, Singapore 
and Thailand.

Shih Hui Lee
Local Principal | Singapore
shih.hui.lee@bakermckenzie.com
Shih Hui Lee advises on both regional and Singapore tax issues, focusing on 
advising multinational companies on the international tax aspects of cross-border 
transactions. Shih Hui's practice also focuses on tax consultancy in international 
taxation, group and business restructuring, tax controversy and compliance, and 
mergers and acquisitions.

Thanh Vinh Nguyen
Local Partner | Ho Chi Minh City
thanhvinh.nguyen@bakermckenzie.com
Thanh Vinh Nguyen is a partner at the Baker McKenzie Ho Chi Minh City office, 
where he leads the Tax and Customs Practice Group in Vietnam. His practice areas 
include tax and customs, trade and general commercial matters. He is an expert in 
tax planning and law and has assisted clients with advice and structuring, work as 
well as contentious appeals with the tax authorities.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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11:00 am – 12:15 pm | Part 1C: Taxation of the Digitalized Economy

Kate Alexander
Principal Tax Advisor | London
kate.alexander@bakermckenzie.com
Kate Alexander is based in the UK and advises a wide range of clients in relation 
to all aspects of their cross-border tax structuring. Kate has a particular focus on 
the UK DPT provisions, CFC regime, and hybrid legislation and regularly assists 
multinational companies with the design of their global holding, financing, 
intellectual property and supply chain structures.

Gary Sprague
Partner | Palo Alto
gary.sprague@bakermckenzie.com
Gary Sprague is a 30-year veteran of international tax law and a partner at 
Baker McKenzie’s Palo Alto office. His practice focuses on international corporate 
tax planning and advice, tax controversies and tax issues affecting software and 
digital enterprises. He was one of five business representatives selected by the 
OECD to participate in the OECD Technical Advisory Group (TAG) concerning the 
characterization of electronic commerce revenue for tax treaty purposes, and was 
elected chair of the business representatives on the TAG.

Simone Bridges
Partner | Sydney
simone.bridges@bakermckenzie.com
Simone Bridges is a partner in Baker McKenzie's tax team in Sydney and is a member 
of the Firm’s Indirect Tax Steering Committee, representing the Asia Pacific region. 
Simone has a special interest in the current issues surrounding the taxation of the 
digitalized economy and assisting multinationals with managing their tax affairs in 
the Australia.

Moderator

Panelists

James Choo
Local Principal | Singapore
james.choo@bakermckenzie.com
James Choo advises on both regional and Singapore tax issues. Having spent some 
time working in the UK and the US, James has a special focus on international 
tax aspects of cross-border transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, 
integrations, spin-offs and supply chain planning. He has experience with planning 
and implementing large-scale regional and multijurisdictional projects.

Yi Lyn Tan
Senior Associate | Kuala Lumpur
yilyn.tan@wongpartners.com
Yi Lyn Tan is a senior associate in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management Practice 
Group at Wong & Partners. Her practice focuses on general tax advisory matters 
relating to income tax, real property gains tax, stamp duty, double tax treaties, 
indirect taxes and tax incentives. She has experience in handling cross-border 
taxation matters for e-commerce transactions and cloud-based service offerings, 
including advising on tax and transfer pricing audits.

Edwin Whatley
Partner | Tokyo
edwin.whatley@bakermckenzie.com
Edwin Whatley leads the Firm's Tax Practice Group in Tokyo and is highly 
experienced in both US and Japanese tax laws. Edwin focuses on international 
taxation, corporate and international tax planning, transfer pricing and tax 
controversies for Japanese and foreign corporations. He also works with clients on 
reorganizations and acquisitions in Japan as well as Japanese consumption tax (VAT) 
and customs.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
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01:30 pm – 02:45 pm | Part 2A: Tax Incentives

Jaclyn Ho
Local Principal (Tax Advisor) | Singapore
jaclyn.ho@bakermckenzie.com
Jaclyn Ho advises both MNCs and Singapore-headquartered companies on 
international tax issues, with a focus on cross-border tax planning issues. Her 
practice includes advising clients on restructuring their business operations 
to achieve optimal tax positions, intellectual property planning, mergers and 
acquisitions, and assisting clients with tax incentive negotiations with relevant 
authorities. Prior to joining Baker McKenzie, Jaclyn worked in one of the Big Four 
accounting firms in Singapore.

Chanida Leelanuntakul
Associate | Bangkok
chanida.leelanuntakul@bakermckenzie.com
Chanida Leelanuntakul joined Baker McKenzie in 2011 after three years in commercial 
and taxation practice areas at another law firm in Bangkok. As a member of the Tax 
Practice Group, Chanida provides clients comprehensive legal advice on tax law and 
manages cross-border projects. She is involved in many regional and international 
tax projects as well as transfer pricing, mergers & acquisitions, venture capital 
funds and private equity funds. She is active in private wealth management areas 
including pre-IPO and post-IPO restructurings.

Nancy Lai
Partner | Shanghai
nancy.lai@bakermckenzie.com
Nancy Lai is a member of the Firm's Tax Group. Her practice primarily involves a 
wide range of tax services for international and domestic companies in various 
industries with respect to their inbound and outbound investment, including 
acquisitions, divestitures, reorganizations, and the establishment of distribution, 
sourcing and services operations, transfer pricing and tax dispute resolution.

Moderator

Panelists

Ria Muhariastuti
Senior Tax Specialist | Jakarta
ria.muhariastuti@bakermckenzie.com
Ria Muhariastuti is a senior tax specialist in the Tax & Trade Practice Group 
at Hadiputranto, Hadinoto & Partners (HHP Law Firm), a member firm of 
Baker & McKenzie International. Ria concentrates on domestic and international tax 
planning relating to inbound and outbound investment, multinational companies 
and private banking for individuals. She has also assisted clients on matters relating 
to wealth management, transfer pricing and business restructuring from various 
different sectors such as oil & gas, IT/C, consumer goods and manufacturing. Thanh Vinh Nguyen

Local Partner | Ho Chi Minh City
thanhvinh.nguyen@bakermckenzie.com
Thanh Vinh Nguyen is partner at the Baker McKenzie Ho Chi Minh City office, where 
he leads the Tax and Customs Practice Group in Vietnam. His practice areas include 
tax and customs, trade, and general commercial matters. He is an expert in tax 
planning and law and has assisted clients with advice and structuring, work as well 
as contentious appeals with the tax authorities.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Istee Cheah
Senior Associate | Kuala Lumpur
istee.cheah@wongpartners.com
Istee Cheah is a senior associate in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management 
Practice Group at Wong & Partners. Her practice focuses on wealth management 
and succession planning including advising high-net worth individuals, financial 
institutions and intermediaries on the legal, regulatory and tax issues in respect 
of setting up a succession planning structure. She has also assisted families and 
individuals with the actual implementation of such structures, which includes the 
setting up of Malaysian or offshore trust structures.
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01:30 pm – 02:45 pm | Part 2B: Indirect Tax

Yvonne Beh
Partner | Kuala Lumpur
yvonne.beh@wongpartners.com
Yvonne Beh is a partner with 14 years of experience, and leads the Indirect Tax 
sub-practice of the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management Practice Group in Wong 
& Partners. Her practice includes advising international and local clients on tax 
issues spanning across M&A, indirect taxes, transfer taxes, tax controversies, 
transfer pricing, stamp duties, real property gains tax, foreign direct investment 
and cross-border tax planning issues.

Dennis Lee
Senior Consultant | Taipei
dennis.lee@bakermckenzie.com
Dennis Lee specializes in structuring Taiwan operations and transactions, including 
representative offices, branches and subsidiaries of foreign enterprises. Dennis 
provides clients with valuable tax advice in relation to pre-acquisition modeling and 
post-acquisition restructuring. He is also an expert on intercompany transfer pricing 
and tax incentives offered to encourage investment and transfer of technology, and 
also provides advice on value-added tax issues.

Shih Hui Lee
Local Principal | Singapore
shih.hui.lee@bakermckenzie.com
Shih Hui Lee advises on both regional and Singapore tax issues, focusing on 
advising multinational companies on the international tax aspects of cross-border 
transactions. Shih Hui's practice also focuses on tax consultancy in international 
taxation, group and business restructuring, tax controversy and compliance, and 
mergers and acquisitions.

Moderator

Panelists

Simone Bridges
Partner | Sydney
simone.bridges@bakermckenzie.com
Simone Bridges is a partner in Baker McKenzie's tax team in Sydney and is a member 
of the Firm’s Indirect Tax Steering Committee, representing the Asia Pacific region. 
Simone has a special interest in the current issues surrounding the taxation of the 
digitalized economy and assisting multinationals with managing their tax affairs in 
the Australia.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Howard Weitzman
Counsel | Tokyo
howard.weitzman@bakermckenzie.com
Howard Weitzman is a member of the Firm's Tax & Transfer Pricing Group in Tokyo, 
with more than 17 years of experience practicing as a tax lawyer in Tokyo and 
Washington, DC. Howard has extensive experience assisting international clients 
with tax planning issues, as well as more broadly with respect to general legal 
issues involving operations in Japan.

Jason Wen
International Tax Director | Beijing
jason.wen@bakermckenziefenxun.com
Jason Wen's practice focuses on PRC business and tax law-related to foreign 
investment, disputes with tax authorities, PRC transfer pricing, mergers and 
acquisitions. Jason has over 16 years of experience in advising China tax and 
investment. Prior to joining the FenXun Partners, he worked for Baker McKenzie and 
an international accounting firm for years.
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01:30 pm – 02:45 pm | Part 2C: Transfer Pricing

Yukiko Komori
Partner | Tokyo
yukiko.komori@bakermckenzie.com
Yukiko Komori is a partner at the Baker McKenzie Tokyo office's Transfer Pricing 
Group. Yukiko advises clients on a broad range of transfer pricing issues, particularly 
those involving new business models, restructuring and reorganization. She has 
worked with many leading global companies in IT, pharmaceuticals and 
other industries.

Krystal Ng
Partner | Kuala Lumpur
krystal.ng@wongpartners.com
Krystal Ng is a partner in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management Practice Group 
of Wong & Partners. Her primary focus is on tax and transfer pricing issues in 
the context of cross-border transactions as well as post-mergers and acquisition 
integrations for multinational clients in a wide range of industries. Her practice 
extends to the provision of strategic tax advice on a broad range of subjects such 
as income tax, double tax treaties, withholding tax, and real property gains tax, 
assisting with tax incentives and exemptions.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Moderator

Panelists

Michael Nixon
Principal, Economist, Tax | Singapore
michael.nixon@bakermckenzie.com
Michael Nixon leads the transfer pricing practice in Singapore, where he has been 
based for the last nine years. Michael is a seasoned transfer pricing economics 
and tax practitioner, and has advised multinationals across various industries 
throughout the planning, compliance and audit cycle. His practice focuses on 
projects requiring advice on sophisticated and complicated transfer pricing matters, 
in particular focusing on large-scale multinational corporations.

Jay Shim
Partner - International Tax Planning and Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko
With 30 years of working experience in three continents, Jay Shim co-leads the tax 
practice at Lee & Ko and advises clients on tax advisory, tax audits, tax appeals 
and tax litigation matters. Jay is a member of the International Bar Association, 
the International Fiscal Association and the Inter-Pacific Bar Association. He is also 
a co-chair of the Taxation Committee of the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Korea.

Moiz Shirazi
Principal Economist | Chicago
moiz.shirazi@bakermckenzie.com
Moiz Shirazi is a principal economist in the Chicago office. Moiz focuses on transfer 
pricing and provides his clients with economic analysis and valuations that assist 
them in planning and supporting business reorganizations, as well as establishing 
and documenting global transfer prices for a diverse set of clients from many 
different industries.

Abe Zhao
International Tax Director | Beijing
abe.zhao@bakermckenziefenxun.com
Abe Zhao is a tax partner in Baker McKenzie's China tax practice. Before joining 
Baker McKenzie, Abe served as the global tax director of Huawei’s Consumer 
Business Group, overseeing the tax operation of Huawei’s consumer device business, 
e-commerce, and consumer cloud services worldwide. Previously, he was the 
partner in charge of KPMG’s international tax services in the Asia Pacific region and 
was also the country leader of KPMG China’s international tax practice. 
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03:15 pm – 04:15 pm | Tax Controversies in Asia

PLENARY SESSION

Moderator
Steven Sieker
Asia Pacific Head, Tax | Hong Kong
steven.sieker@bakermckenzie.com
Steven Sieker heads the Asia Pacific Tax Practice Group of Baker McKenzie across 12 
countries. Steven's practice focuses on Hong Kong and Asian regional tax advisory 
work, estate planning and tax litigation. He frequently represents clients in tax 
disputes with the Inland Revenue Department in Hong Kong. As per Chambers Asia 
Pacific, Steven is highly thought of in the market for his experience and work in the 
contentious tax space, and is also skilled at taking on wealth management matters.

Panelists
Simone Bridges
Partner | Sydney
simone.bridges@bakermckenzie.com
Simone Bridges is a partner in Baker McKenzie's tax team in Sydney and is a member 
of the Firm’s Indirect Tax Steering Committee, representing the Asia Pacific region. 
Simone has a special interest in the current issues surrounding the taxation of the 
digitalized economy and assisting multinationals with managing their tax affairs in 
the Australia.

Maria Ana Camila Jacinto-Lagustan
Senior Associate | Manila
camila.jacinto-lagustan@quisumbingtorres.com
Maria Ana Camila Jacinto-Lagustan is a senior associate in Quisumbing Torres’ Tax 
Practice Group. Camila represents clients in general tax planning, VAT and indirect 
taxes, tax controversy and litigation, customs and trade issues and procedures, and 
tax advisory and advocacy work. She provides tax and corporate advice on internal 
revenue taxation, value-added tax, documentary stamp and capital gains tax, 
transfer pricing, and tax planning for corporate structuring and spin-offs.

Jason Liang
Partner | Kuala Lumpur
jason.liang@wongpartners.com
Jason Liang is a partner in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management Practice Group at Wong & 
Partners. His practice focuses on tax disputes and controversies, with experience in handling all 
aspects of tax litigation. He has advised and represented clients on a wide spectrum of issues 
ranging from anti-avoidance, transfer pricing, stamp duty, real property gains tax, customs 
duty, indirect taxes, deductibility of capital and income expenses, and withholding tax.

Chun Ying Ng
Local Principal | Singapore
chun.ying.ng@bakermckenzie.com
Chun Ying Ng advises clients on both contentious and non-contentious tax matters with a 
focus on tax dispute resolution. Chun Yung has assisted and represented clients on a wide 
range of tax audit and controversy matters, in areas including corporate tax, personal income 
tax, transfer pricing, tax incentives and exchange of information. She draws from her former 
experience as a commercial disputes litigator with a view to advocate her clients’ case 
effectively. She also has experience in advising on corporate restructuring, planning for tax 
optimization, tax risk management and various aspects of Singapore tax issues generally.

Thanh Vinh Nguyen
Local Partner | Ho Chi Minh City
thanhvinh.nguyen@bakermckenzie.com
Thanh Vinh Nguyen is a partner at the Baker McKenzie Ho Chi Minh City office, where he leads 
the Tax and Customs Practice Group in Vietnam. His practice areas include tax and customs, 
trade and general commercial matters. He is an expert in tax planning and law, and has assisted 
clients with advice and structuring, as well as contentious appeals with the tax authorities.

Jay Shim
Partner - International Tax Planning and Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko
With 30 years of working experience in three continents, Jay Shim co-leads the tax practice at 
Lee & Ko and advises clients on tax advisory, tax audits, tax appeals and tax litigation matters. 
Jay is a member of the International Bar Association, the International Fiscal Association and the 
Inter-Pacific Bar Association. He is also a co-chair of the Taxation Committee of the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Korea.

Jason Wen
International Tax Director | Beijing
jason.wen@bakermckenziefenxun.com
Jason Wen's practice focuses on PRC business and tax law-related to foreign investment, 
disputes with tax authorities, PRC transfer pricing, mergers and acquisitions. Jason has over 16 
years of experience in advising China tax and investment. Prior to joining the FenXun Partners, 
he worked for Baker McKenzie and an international accounting firm for years.

Daru Hananto
Associate Partner | Jakarta
daru.hananto@bakermckenzie.com
Daru Hananto is an associate partner - tax litigator in the Tax and Trade Practice 
Group at Hadiputranto, Hadinoto & Partners (HHP Law Firm), a member firm of 
Baker & McKenzie International. Daru has extensive experience in Indonesian 
taxation. He has significant experience in tax litigation and controversy, and also 
in advising clients on taxation issues related to consumer goods, construction and 
production sharing contract.
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04:15 pm – 05:30 pm | Market Outlook: The Impact of US Trade Policy on Asia

Moderator

Juliette Saly
Anchor and Reporter, Bloomberg Radio and Television
Based in Singapore, Juliette Saly is an anchor and reporter for Bloomberg Radio 
and Television, where she covers business and economic developments that move 
Asia’s financial markets.

Panelists

Mark Cudmore
Head of Markets Live Blog, Bloomberg News
Mark Cudmore is a macro strategist who runs the Markets Live blogging team 
in Asia for Bloomberg News. He joined Bloomberg in 2014 after more than a 
decade's experience of trading FX and rates, with a focus on emerging markets, at 
institutions including Lehman Brothers, Standard Chartered Bank and Nomura.

Tamara Henderson
Economist, Bloomberg Intelligence
Tamara Henderson is Bloomberg’s economist for Southeast Asia and the Pacific. 
She has been a professional economist since 1986, covering mature economies and 
emerging markets of Europe and Asia. Tamara focused on currency and fixed income 
strategy between 2002 and 2014, during which time she accumulated a strong 
track record for her trade ideas. In previous roles, Tamara was deputy head of the 
International Monetary Fund’s Investment Unit in Washington, DC. She was head of 
Asian currency and rates strategy for ANZ Banking Group in Singapore.

Michelle Jamrisko
Southeast Asia Economy Reporter, Bloomberg News
Michelle Jamrisko is a Southeast Asia and global economy reporter for Bloomberg, 
having relocated to Singapore in August 2017 after seven years in the Washington, 
DC bureau. In her prior Bloomberg roles, Michelle covered the US economy, US 
Congress, and US government contracts. She was previously a White House 
correspondent for Kyodo News. Michelle holds an MA in Global Policy from Johns 
Hopkins University and a BA in Government and English from the University 
of Virginia.

BLOOMBERG TAX SESSION

She has also reported on many major events across the region, from live coverage 
of the December 2014 Café Siege in Sydney to interviews with news-makers, 
including tennis player Venus Williams at the Hong Kong Open, Aston Martin CEO 
Andy Palmer at the Singapore F1 and Qantas CEO Alan Joyce ahead of the 2018 
Singapore Airshow.
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Friday, 21 September 2018

08:30 am – 09:00 am Registration

09:00 am – 09:10 am Welcome Address

09:10 am – 10:15 am Plenary Session
Asia Pacific Tax Update - Part II
Part II of this session will continue the conversation from day 1 by highlighting the most significant developments across Asia Pacific.

Panelists:
Pierre Chan 
Partner | Hong Kong
Dawn Quek 
Principal | Singapore

Jo Daniels 
Managing Partner | Yangon
Panya Sittisakonsin
Partner | Bangkok

Dennis Lee 
Senior Consultant | Taipei
Jay Shim 
Partner - International Tax Planning 
and Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko

Kristine Mercado-Tamayo 
Senior Associate | Manila

10:15 am – 10:45 am Coffee Break

10:45 am – 12:00 pm Breakout Sessions (Part III)
Part 3A: Taxation of Cryptocurrency and Blockchain
The introduction of cryptocurrencies and blockchain technology is a new and evolving subject in which the legal and regulatory 
environment is emerging. The invention of these revolutionary technologies, albeit still in its infancy, not only changes 
the ecosystems of banks, custodians, fund administrators, auditors and lawyers throughout Asia Pacific, but also opens the doors 
to a range of new applications such as smart contracts, digital rights/payments and so much more.
This session will discuss the tax implications, strategies and challenges in this new digital age.

Panelists:
Simone Bridges 
Partner | Sydney
Jeff Maydew
Partner | Chicago

Shih Hui Lee 
Local Principal | Singapore
Howard Weitzman 
Counsel | Tokyo

Guillaume le Camus 
Partner | Paris 

Part 3B: US Tax Reform from APAC Perspective
The Trump tax reform is the most significant tax legislation enacted in the United States since 1986. It is critically altering 
the tax environment and changing not only how US multinational corporations conduct business, but also the way non-US 
multinational corporations conduct their US-based operations.
This session will look into the impact of the US tax reform on multinational corporations, as well as examine the shifts 
in trends with Asia Pacific outbound and US inbound as a result of these tax reforms.

Panelists:
Susan Keeler 
Associate | Palo Alto

Jonathan Martin 
Partner | Houston

Moderator: 
Steven Sieker
Asia Pacific Head, Tax | Hong Kong

Moderator: 
Dawn Quek 
Principal | Singapore

Moderators: 
Rafic Barrage
Partner | Washington, DC
Stewart Lipeles
Partner | Palo Alto

Simone Musa
Principal | Sao Paulo
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10:45 am – 12:00 pm Part 3C: Tax Treaties Case Updates
Backed by popular demand, this session involves a review of the significant treaty cases from around the world over the last year, 
focusing on any possible global trends these cases show in terms of treaty interpretation.
Panelists:

Daksha Baxi 
Head of International Tax, Cyril Amarchand 
Mangaldas

Ethan Kroll 
Associate | Los Angeles

Tom Roth 
Senior Associate | London

Kellie Allison Yap 
Associate | Kuala Lumpur

12:00 pm – 01:15 pm Lunch and Keynote

01:15 pm – 02:30 pm Breakout Sessions (Part IV)
Part 4A: China - Recent Tax Development
There have been a raft of changes over the last year relevant to carrying on business in China. The year 2018 witnessed some key  
developments in China tax policy and enforcement practice with the introduction of WHT deferral treatment on direct reinvestment,  
the SAT setting out specific interpretations on certain tax treaty articles, the change in attitude, directions and approaches in tax  
audits, and most significant of all, the relaxation of the current beneficial owner rules. More changes are in store.
This session will examine the evolving China tax landscape, consider what it all means to the businesses of foreign investors 
and corporations, and get insights on the anticipated tax developments into 2019.
Panelists:

Amy Ling 
Partner | Hong Kong

Jinghua Liu 
Senior Tax Counsel, Head of Tax Controversy 
Practice | Beijing

Jason Wen 
International Tax Director | Beijing

Abe Zhao 
International Tax Director | Beijing

Part 4B: MAPs and APAs – Using Them As Effective Tax Management Tools
Tax authorities have more power and information as a consequence of BEPS and its related initiatives, and one of the few certainties 
is that cross-border tax disputes are going to be more frequent and complex. It is becoming increasingly important that multinationals 
have strategies in place to prevent tax disputes or manage/resolve them, especially in light of uncertainty regarding arm's-length 
pricing and unilateral actions taken by tax authorities.
The objective of this practical session is to share different ways MAPs and APAs can be used to assist in managing business tax affairs 
and will go into some of the general key aspects of MAPs and APAs. More importantly, the session will discuss some key questions 
and decision-driving issues that businesses will need to answer when deciding whether to initiate a proceeding.
Panelists:

Moderator: 
John Walker
Principal | Sydney

Moderator: 
Brendan Kelly
Head, China Tax Practice | Shanghai

Moderator: 
Shanwu Yuan
International Tax Director | New York

Daksha Baxi 
Head of International Tax, Cyril Amarchand 
Mangaldas

Michael Nixon 
Principal, Economist, Tax | Singapore

Ken Okawara 
Partner | Tokyo

Salim Rahim 
Partner | Washington, DC

Jay Shim 
Partner - International Tax Planning and 
Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko

Shahzeb Panhwar 
Assistant Commissioner in the Public Groups & 
International area, Australian Taxation Office
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01:15 pm – 02:30 pm Part 4C: Building Facts Effectively in a Tax Litigation – Two Case Studies
Taxpayers and tax practitioners often focus on the strength of their technical substance position when litigation is inevitable. 
However, "fact-building" is arguably just as, if not more important, as facts form the bedrock for the court's legal analysis. In this 
session, we will peruse two case studies to provide insight into the various techniques in building and delivering effective narrative 
in court. The session is designed to be interactive and there will be ample opportunities for Q&A to address your queries.
Panelists:

Daru Hananto 
Associate Partner | Jakarta

Jason Liang 
Partner | Kuala Lumpur

Chun Ying Ng 
Local Principal | Singapore

Suksawat Watewai 
Partner | Bangkok

02:30 pm – 03:00 pm Coffee Break

03:00 pm – 04:00 pm Plenary Session
Sustainability and Defense of Principal and Holding Company Structures (A Case Study)
This session discusses the impact of BEPS and related anti-avoidance initiatives, and the effect of these initiatives on principal 
company and holding company structures in the region. The session will have a particular focus on how the tax authorities have 
reacted to income derived from geographical mobile activities (e.g., royalty income, intangible income etc.) and how that has 
affected the sustainability of principal company structures and tax audits. We will also discuss some of the key issues to consider 
in designing sustainable principal and holding company structure, and how such restructuring can be implemented in light 
of the current international tax landscape.
The panel will also apply the concepts and themes shared during the session in a practical case study to further crystallize 
the key takeaways from the session.
Panelists:

Pierre Chan 
Partner | Hong Kong

Jinghua Liu 
Senior Tax Counsel, Head of Tax Controversy 
Practice | Beijing

Jaclyn Ho 
Local Principal (Tax Advisor) | Singapore

Tom Roth 
Senior Associate | London

Ethan Kroll 
Associate | Los Angeles

Chanida Leelanuntakul 
Associate | Bangkok

04:00 pm – 04:15 pm Closing Remarks

Moderator: 
Allen Tan
Principal | Singapore

Moderator: 
Allen Tan
Principal | Singapore

Dawn Quek 
Principal | Singapore
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Steven Sieker
Asia Pacific Head, Tax | Hong Kong
steven.sieker@bakermckenzie.com
Steven Sieker heads the Asia Pacific Tax Practice Group of Baker McKenzie across 12 
countries. Steven's practice focuses on Hong Kong and Asian regional tax advisory 
work, estate planning and tax litigation. He frequently represents clients in tax 
disputes with the Inland Revenue Department in Hong Kong. As per Chambers Asia 
Pacific, Steven is highly thought of in the market for his experience and work in the 
contentious tax space, and is also skilled at taking on wealth management matters.

Moderator

Panelists

09:05 am – 10:15 am | Asia Pacific Tax Update – Part II

PLENARY SESSION

Pierre Chan
Partner | Hong Kong
pierre.chan@bakermckenzie.com
Pierre Chan’s practice focuses on Hong Kong and regional tax advisory, tax dispute 
resolution and succession planning. Pierre advises multinational companies, 
financial institutions, insurance companies as well as investment and pension funds 
with respect to their income tax and stamp duty issues, as well as tax issues relating 
to mergers and acquisitions. He also advises wealthy families in relation to their 
succession planning, as well as the legal and tax issues arising from their businesses.

Jo Daniels
Managing Partner | Yangon
jo.daniels@bakermckenzie.com
Jo Daniels is the managing partner of Baker & McKenzie's Yangon office. Jo 
transitioned to this role from the Brisbane office, bringing over 20 years of 
expertise in infrastructure sectors including railways, ports, electricity, pipelines 
and export facilities. She has advised clients on various aspects of corporate activity 
in Myanmar, including mergers, acquisitions and joint venture structuring as well as 
general FDI questions including permits, licensing, and the new investment laws.

Dennis Lee
Senior Consultant | Taipei
dennis.lee@bakermckenzie.com
Dennis Lee specializes in structuring Taiwan operations and transactions, including 
representative offices, branches and subsidiaries of foreign enterprises. Dennis 
provides clients with valuable tax advice in relation to pre-acquisition modeling and 
post-acquisition restructuring. He is also an expert on intercompany transfer pricing 
and tax incentives offered to encourage investment and transfer of technology, and 
also provides advice on value-added tax issues.

Kristine Mercado-Tamayo
Senior Associate | Manila
kristine.mercado-tamayo@quisumbingtorres.com
Kristine Anne Mercado-Tamayo is a senior associate in Quisumbing Torres’ Tax 
Practice Group. She has 12 years of experience assisting clients on tax issues, 
involving corporate restructuring, mergers and acquisitions, and other cross-border 
transactions, customs and international trade, as well as succession, estates 
and trusts.

Dawn Quek
Principal | Singapore
dawn.quek@bakermckenzie.com
Dawn Quek has 15 years of experience in corporate tax and international tax 
planning. Her practice focuses on providing and coordinating regional and local 
tax advice for multinational corporations and financial institutions on cross-border 
transactions and on tax restructurings. She advises multinationals and financial 
institutions on tax issues arising from the set-up of their regional operations, such 
as structuring their operations, obtaining tax incentives, planning for indirect taxes 
and tax restructuring. She also has extensive experience in advising on tax issues in 
respect of mergers and acquisitions, and has assisted many clients in the resolution 
of tax disputes.

Panya Sittisakonsin
Partner | Bangkok
panya.sittisakonsin@bakermckenzie.com
Panya Sittisakonsin is currently a partner in the Tax Practice Group. Panya also leads 
the International Commercial and Trade Practice Group, and in particular, practices 
in the customs and supply chain areas. Panya has been recognized for advising 
clients on highly complex tax structures, offshore investment, international tax 
planning, tax disputes, and tax litigation. His practice also includes boutique tax 
areas, e.g., customs duty, excise tax, and property tax.

Jay Shim
Partner - International Tax Planning and Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko
With 30 years of working experience in three continents, Jay Shim co-leads the tax 
practice at Lee & Ko and advises clients on tax advisory, tax audits, tax appeals 
and tax litigation matters. Jay is a member of the International Bar Association, 
the International Fiscal Association and the Inter-Pacific Bar Association. He is also 
a co-chair of the Taxation Committee of the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Korea.
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10:45 am – 12:00 pm | Part 3A: Taxation of Cryptocurrency and Blockchain

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Moderator

Dawn Quek
Principal | Singapore
dawn.quek@bakermckenzie.com
Dawn Quek has 15 years of experience in corporate tax and international tax 
planning. Her practice focuses on providing and coordinating regional and local 
tax advice for multinational corporations and financial institutions on cross-border 
transactions and on tax restructurings. She advises multinationals and financial 
institutions on tax issues arising from the set-up of their regional operations, such 
as structuring their operations, obtaining tax incentives, planning for indirect taxes 
and tax restructuring. She also has extensive experience in advising on tax issues in 
respect of mergers and acquisitions, and has assisted many clients in the resolution 
of tax disputes.

Panelists

Simone Bridges
Partner | Sydney
simone.bridges@bakermckenzie.com
Simone Bridges is a partner in Baker McKenzie's tax team in Sydney and is a member 
of the Firm’s Indirect Tax Steering Committee, representing the Asia Pacific region. 
Simone has a special interest in the current issues surrounding the taxation of the 
digitalized economy and assisting multinationals with managing their tax affairs in 
the Australia.

Guillaume Le Camus
Partner | Paris
guillaume.lecamus@bakermckenzie.com
Guillaume Le Camus is a partner in Baker McKenzie Paris’ Tax Group and chair of the 
Firm’s Europe Tax Planning & Transaction Group. Before joining the Firm, Guillaume 
practiced international tax law at the correspondent firm of a Big Four accounting 
firm in Paris and New York. He has also published several articles on international 
tax planning and transactions, and spoken at tax seminars on the same topics.

Jeff Maydew
Partner | Chicago
jeff.maydew@bakermckenzie.com
Jeff Maydew is the chair of the Firm’s Global Tax Planning and Transactions Practice 
Group and a member of the Management Committee for the Firm’s North American 
Tax Practice Group. He specializes in business taxation, particularly domestic and 
international tax planning for mergers, acquisitions and other major corporate 
transactions. His practice also includes private ruling requests, as well as audit and 
tax controversy matters. He advises clients across a broad range of industries, 
including aerospace, automotive, consumer products, e-commerce, electronics and 
petrochemicals. 

Shih Hui Lee
Local Principal | Singapore
shih.hui.lee@bakermckenzie.com
Shih Hui Lee advises on both regional and Singapore tax issues, focusing on 
advising multinational companies on the international tax aspects of cross-border 
transactions. Shih Hui's practice also focuses on tax consultancy in international 
taxation, group and business restructuring, tax controversy and compliance, and 
mergers and acquisitions.

Howard Weitzman
Counsel | Tokyo
howard.weitzman@bakermckenzie.com
Howard Weitzman is a member of the Firm's Tax & Transfer Pricing Group in Tokyo, 
with more than 17 years of experience practicing as a tax lawyer in Tokyo and 
Washington, DC. Howard has extensive experience assisting international clients 
with tax planning issues, as well as more broadly with respect to general legal 
issues involving operations in Japan.
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10:45 am – 12:00 pm | Part 3B: US Tax Reform from APAC Perspective

Moderator Panelists

Rafic Barrage
Partner | Washington, DC
rafic.barrage@bakermckenzie.com
Rafic Barrage is a principal in Baker McKenzie's Tax Practice Group. Rafic has 
over 14 years of broad international tax planning and controversy experience. 
He advises clients on a variety of issues, including restructuring and entity 
rationalization, IP migration, supply chain planning and principal structures, 
e-commerce and cloud computing, deferral and repatriation planning, foreign tax 
credit planning, and pre-acquisition and post-acquisition planning.

Stewart Lipeles
Partner | Palo Alto
stewart.lipeles@bakermckenzie.com
Stewart Lipeles practices corporate tax law, specializes in international tax 
planning, and regularly advises on subpart F, cross-border M&A, and transfer 
pricing issues. Stewart advises US-based multinational corporations in connection 
with international tax planning and global tax minimization projects. He also 
represents taxpayers in tax aspects of mergers and acquisitions.

Susan Keeler
Associate | Palo Alto
susan.keeler@bakermckenzie.com
Susan Keeler is an associate in Baker McKenzie's Tax Practice Group in Palo 
Alto. Susan practices in domestic and international tax law, with an emphasis 
on international tax planning. She advises US-based multinationals and other 
companies on the foreign income tax aspects of domestic and cross-border 
transactions, including mergers and acquisitions, and other restructurings. Susan 
also counsels on corporate tax controversies and transfer pricing matters.

Jonathan Martin
Partner | Houston
jonathan.martin@bakermckenzie.com
Jonathan Martin is a partner in the Houston office of Baker & McKenzie LLP 
and a member of the firm’s Tax Practice Group. Jonathan has a broad range 
of experience in all areas of federal income tax law, with an emphasis on 
international tax planning, global tax minimization, and mergers and acquisitions. 
He represents clients in a wide variety of industries, including oil, gas, and 
energy companies.
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10:45 am – 12:00 pm | Part 3C: Tax Treaties Case Updates

Moderator Panelists

John Walker
Principal | Sydney
john.walker@bakermckenzie.com
John Walker has been the regional head of the Tax Practice Group for the last four 
years. John is also the head of the Firm's Structured Assets Group in Australia, 
which incorporates the tax, financial services, commercial real estate and hotels, 
resorts & tourism groups. His practice focuses on the tax aspects of corporate and 
debt restructures, M&A, spin-offs, takeovers, funds and unwinding structured 
finance transactions.

Ethan Kroll
Associate | Los Angeles
ethan.kroll@bakermckenzie.com
Ethan Kroll is an associate at the Firm's Los Angeles office. Ethan's practice involves 
all areas of domestic and international tax law, including the structuring of 
international operations, international tax planning, high-technology tax issues and 
federal income tax controversies. He is a member of the American Bar Association 
and the Section on Taxation of the State Bar of California.

Tom Roth
Senior Associate | London
tom.roth@bakermckenzie.com
Tom Roth is a senior associate from the London office of Baker McKenzie, currently 
seconded to Singapore. Tom advises local and international clients on the tax 
aspects of acquisitions, mergers and restructures. He has had significant experience 
in advising multinationals on the application of the UK Diverted Profits Tax and 
restructures to respond to BEPS-related measures and Brexit.

Kellie Allison Yap
Associate | Kuala Lumpur
kellieallison.yap@wongpartners.com
Kellie Allison Yap is an associate in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management Practice 
Group at Wong & Partners, specializing in tax litigation, audits and investigations. 
She primarily assists clients with tax litigation matters before the Malaysian 
Courts, relating to goods and services tax, income tax, real property gains tax, 
transfer pricing, withholding tax and stamp duty. She also assists during dawn raids 
conducted by the Inland Revenue Board and Royal Malaysian Customs.

Daksha Baxi
Head of International Tax, Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas
Daksha Baxi is the head of International Taxation at the top tier Indian law firm Cyril 
Amarchand Mangaldas. She has vast experience in International Taxation for over 30 
years advising clients ranging from multinational corporations and conglomerates 
to private equity, venture capital funds, not-for-profit organizations, Ivy League 
universities, listed and unlisted companies across all sectors on all types of 
transactions involving both cross-border and domestic structuring and advisory. 
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01:15 pm – 02:30 pm | Part 4A: China - Recent Tax Development

Moderator

Panelists

Brendan Kelly
Head, China Tax Practice | Shanghai
brendan.kelly@bakermckenzie.com
Brendan Kelly is head of the China tax practice. Brendan has practiced tax with a 
China focus for over 20 years, with over 16 of those years based in China. He has 
performed a wide range of analysis for various industries with regard to China 
tax implications, and specializes in advising cross-border clients on tax and legal 
implications of investment in China. He also has a wealth of experience in working 
with multinationals in major mergers and acquisitions to develop integrated 
and tax-efficient supply chain structures, and defend against tax audits and 
assessments in China.

Amy Ling
Partner | Hong Kong
amy.ling@bakermckenzie.com
Amy Ling is a partner in Baker McKenzie's Hong Kong office. Amy has extensive 
experience in tax matters, having previously worked at a Big Four accounting firm 
and a major investment banking firm based in New York. She advises multinational 
companies on a range of issues relating to PRC tax and legal implications 
of investments in China, including mergers and acquisitions, divestitures, 
reorganizations, post-acquisition integration, licensing, retail structures, supply 
chain structures and individual income taxation matters.

Jinghua Liu
Senior Tax Counsel, Head of Tax Controversy Practice | Beijing
jinghua.liu@bakermckenziefenxun.com
Jinghua Liu is a senior tax counsel at FenXun Partners. Jinghua's practice focuses 
on PRC taxation and international tax planning related to investments in China, as 
well as tax planning for outbound investment by large-scale Chinese enterprises. 
She has extensive experience in handling transfer pricing and other tax audits. She 
is also experienced in the areas of M&A tax planning, turnover taxes, supply chain 
management, wealth planning, individual income tax, permanent establishment 
exposure and voluntary disclosure.

Jason Wen
International Tax Director | Beijing
jason.wen@bakermckenziefenxun.com
Jason Wen's practice focuses on PRC business and tax law-related to foreign 
investment, disputes with tax authorities, PRC transfer pricing, mergers and 
acquisitions. Jason has over 16 years of experience in advising China tax and 
investment. Prior to joining the FenXun Partners, he worked for Baker McKenzie and 
an international accounting firm for years.

Abe Zhao
International Tax Director | Beijing
abe.zhao@bakermckenziefenxun.com
Abe Zhao is a tax partner in Baker McKenzie's China tax practice. Before joining 
Baker McKenzie, Abe served as the global tax director of Huawei’s Consumer 
Business Group, overseeing the tax operation of Huawei’s consumer device business, 
e-commerce, and consumer cloud services worldwide. Previously, he was the 
partner in charge of KPMG’s international tax services in the Asia Pacific region and 
was also the country leader of KPMG China’s international tax practice. 
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Moderator

Panelists

01:15 pm – 02:30 pm | Part 4B: MAPs and APAs – Using Them As Effective Tax Management Tools

Shanwu Yuan
International Tax Director | New York
shanwu.yuan@bakermckenzie.com
Shanwu Yuan is an International Tax Director based in New York. Shanwu assists 
large multinational enterprises with operations in China and elsewhere on various 
transfer pricing issues, in particular, advance pricing arrangements (APAs) and 
mutual agreement procedures (MAPs). He also works on other Chinese tax issues.

Daksha Baxi
Head of International Tax, Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas
Daksha Baxi is the head of International Taxation at the top tier Indian law firm Cyril 
Amarchand Mangaldas. She has vast experience in International Taxation for over 30 
years advising clients ranging from multinational corporations and conglomerates 
to private equity, venture capital funds, not-for-profit organizations, Ivy League 
universities, listed and unlisted companies across all sectors on all types of 
transactions involving both cross-border and domestic structuring and advisory.

Michael Nixon
Principal, Economist, Tax | Singapore
michael.nixon@bakermckenzie.com
Michael Nixon leads the transfer pricing practice in Singapore, where he has been 
based for the last nine years. Michael is a seasoned transfer pricing economics 
and tax practitioner, and has advised multinationals across various industries 
throughout the planning, compliance and audit cycle. His practice focuses on 
projects requiring advice on sophisticated and complicated transfer pricing matters, 
in particular focusing on large-scale multinational corporations.

Ken Okawara
Partner | Tokyo
ken.okawara@bakermckenzie.com
Ken Okawara is head of transfer pricing and economic analysis at Baker McKenzie 
Tokyo office. Ken is a licensed tax attorney and a PhD economist. He has assisted 
numerous multinational companies with international tax planning and in 
negotiations with the tax authorities of Japan and other countries, and has helped 
clients to obtain resolution of transfer pricing disputes at bilateral and multilateral 
competent authority proceedings.

Salim Rahim
Partner | Washington, DC
salim.rahim@bakermckenzie.com
Salim Rahim is the chair of the Firm's Global Transfer Pricing Group. Salim has 
extensive experience in transfer pricing matters, including transfer pricing 
planning, compliance, and tax controversy. He has represented clients in all 
administrative phases of a controversy. He has also represented companies in 
various alternative dispute resolution forums, particularly the Advance Pricing 
& Mutual Agreement Program.

Jay Shim
Partner - International Tax Planning and Dispute Resolution, Lee & Ko
With 30 years of working experience in three continents, Jay Shim co-leads the tax 
practice at Lee & Ko and advises clients on tax advisory, tax audits, tax appeals 
and tax litigation matters. Jay is a member of the International Bar Association, 
the International Fiscal Association and the Inter-Pacific Bar Association. He is also 
a co-chair of the Taxation Committee of the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Korea.
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01:15 pm – 02:30 pm | Part 4C: Building Facts Effectively in a Tax Litigation – Two Case Studies

Moderator

Allen Tan
Principal | Singapore
allen.tan@bakermckenzie.com
Allen Tan is the head of Singapore’s tax, trade and wealth management practice 
in Baker McKenzie Wong & Leow. Recognized as a leading lawyer in numerous 
legal and tax directories, Allen’s extensive experience spans from working on both 
international and local tax matters, with special focus on regional tax aspects of 
the transactions that he is involved in. His practice includes advising clients on 
tax issues arising from mergers and acquisitions, private equity fund structuring, 
transfer pricing, indirect taxes, transfer taxes, tax controversies, foreign direct 
investment and cross-border tax planning issues. Allen is also actively engaged in 
tax policy work, both in Singapore and internationally.

Panelists

Daru Hananto
Associate Partner | Jakarta
daru.hananto@bakermckenzie.com
Daru Hananto is an associate partner - tax litigator in the Tax and Trade Practice 
Group at Hadiputranto, Hadinoto & Partners (HHP Law Firm), a member firm of 
Baker & McKenzie International. Daru has extensive experience in Indonesian 
taxation. He has significant experience in tax litigation and controversy, and also 
in advising clients on taxation issues related to consumer goods, construction and 
production sharing contract.

Jason Liang
Partner | Kuala Lumpur
jason.liang@wongpartners.com
Jason Liang is a partner in the Tax, Trade and Wealth Management Practice Group 
at Wong & Partners. His practice focuses on tax disputes and controversies, with 
experience in handling all aspects of tax litigation. He has advised and represented 
clients on a wide spectrum of issues ranging from anti-avoidance, transfer pricing, 
stamp duty, real property gains tax, customs duty, indirect taxes, deductibility of 
capital and income expenses, and withholding tax.

Chun Ying Ng
Local Principal | Singapore
chun.ying.ng@bakermckenzie.com
Chun Ying Ng advises clients on both contentious and non-contentious tax matters 
with a focus on tax dispute resolution. Chun Yung has assisted and represented 
clients on a wide range of tax audit and controversy matters, in areas including 
corporate tax, personal income tax, transfer pricing, tax incentives and exchange 
of information. She draws from her former experience as a commercial disputes 
litigator with a view to advocate her clients’ case effectively. She also has 
experience in advising on corporate restructuring, planning for tax optimization, 
tax risk management and various aspects of Singapore tax issues generally.

Suksawat Watewai
Partner | Bangkok
suksawat.watewai@bakermckenzie.com
Suksawat Watewai is a member of the Firm’s Dispute Resolution Practice Group. 
Suksawat provides comprehensive legal representation for a broad spectrum of 
multinational companies, especially with regard to tax litigation (including customs 
and excise), commercial and real estate litigation, construction, telecommunications, 
the environment, and administrative disputes.
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Moderator

Panelists

Pierre Chan
Partner | Hong Kong
pierre.chan@bakermckenzie.com
Pierre Chan’s practice focuses on Hong Kong and regional tax advisory, tax dispute 
resolution and succession planning. Pierre advises multinational companies, 
financial institutions, insurance companies as well as investment and pension funds 
with respect to their income tax and stamp duty issues, as well as tax issues relating 
to mergers and acquisitions. He also advises wealthy families in relation to their 
succession planning, as well as the legal and tax issues arising from their businesses.

Chanida Leelanuntakul
Associate | Bangkok
chanida.leelanuntakul@bakermckenzie.com
Chanida Leelanuntakul joined Baker McKenzie in 2011 after three years in commercial 
and taxation practice areas at another law firm in Bangkok. As a member of the Tax 
Practice Group, Chanida provides clients comprehensive legal advice on tax law and 
manages cross-border projects. She is involved in many regional and international 
tax projects as well as transfer pricing, mergers & acquisitions, venture capital 
funds and private equity funds. She is active in private wealth management areas 
including pre-IPO and post-IPO restructurings.

03:00 pm – 04:00 pm | Sustainability and Defense of Principal and Holding Company Structures (A Case Study)

Allen Tan
Principal | Singapore
allen.tan@bakermckenzie.com
Allen Tan is the head of Singapore’s tax, trade and wealth management practice 
in Baker McKenzie Wong & Leow. Recognized as a leading lawyer in numerous 
legal and tax directories, Allen’s extensive experience spans from working on both 
international and local tax matters, with special focus on regional tax aspects of 
the transactions that he is involved in. His practice includes advising clients on 
tax issues arising from mergers and acquisitions, private equity fund structuring, 
transfer pricing, indirect taxes, transfer taxes, tax controversies, foreign direct 
investment and cross-border tax planning issues. Allen is also actively engaged in 
tax policy work, both in Singapore and internationally.

Jaclyn Ho
Local Principal (Tax Advisor) | Singapore
jaclyn.ho@bakermckenzie.com
Jaclyn Ho advises both MNCs and Singapore-headquartered companies on 
international tax issues, with a focus on cross-border tax planning issues. Her 
practice includes advising clients on restructuring their business operations 
to achieve optimal tax positions, intellectual property planning, mergers and 
acquisitions, and assisting clients with tax incentive negotiations with relevant 
authorities. Prior to joining Baker McKenzie, Jaclyn worked in one of the Big Four 
accounting firms in Singapore.

Ethan Kroll
Associate | Los Angeles
ethan.kroll@bakermckenzie.com
Ethan Kroll is an associate at the Firm's Los Angeles office. Ethan's practice involves 
all areas of domestic and international tax law, including the structuring of 
international operations, international tax planning, high-technology tax issues and 
federal income tax controversies. He is a member of the American Bar Association 
and the Section on Taxation of the State Bar of California.

Jinghua Liu
Senior Tax Counsel, Head of Tax Controversy Practice | Beijing
jinghua.liu@bakermckenziefenxun.com
Jinghua Liu is a senior tax counsel at FenXun Partners. Jinghua's practice focuses 
on PRC taxation and international tax planning related to investments in China, as 
well as tax planning for outbound investment by large-scale Chinese enterprises. 
She has extensive experience in handling transfer pricing and other tax audits. She 
is also experienced in the areas of M&A tax planning, turnover taxes, supply chain 
management, wealth planning, individual income tax, permanent establishment 
exposure and voluntary disclosure.

Tom Roth
Senior Associate | London
tom.roth@bakermckenzie.com
Tom Roth is a senior associate from the London office of Baker McKenzie, currently 
seconded to Singapore. Tom advises local and international clients on the tax 
aspects of acquisitions, mergers and restructures. He has had significant experience 
in advising multinationals on the application of the UK Diverted Profits Tax and 
restructures to respond to BEPS-related measures and Brexit.
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www.bakermckenzie.com

Baker McKenzie helps clients overcome the 
challenges of competing in the global economy.

We solve complex legal problems across borders and practice areas. 
Our unique culture, developed over 65 years, enables our 13,000 
people to understand local markets and navigate multiple jurisdictions, 
working together as trusted colleagues and friends to instill confidence 
in our clients.

©2018 Baker McKenzie. Baker & McKenzie International is a global law firm with member law firms 
around the world. In accordance with the common terminology used in professional service organizations, 
reference to a "partner" means a person who is a partner or equivalent in such a law firm. Similarly, 
reference to an "office" means an office of any such law firm. This may qualify as "Attorney Advertising" 
requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

Approved for 10.75 general California CLE credits, 10.75 general Illinois CLE credits, 12.5 areas of 
professional practice New York CLE credits, and 10.75 general Texas CLE credits. Participants requesting 
CLE for other states will receive Uniform CLE Certificates. Baker & McKenzie LLP is a California and Illinois 
CLE approved provider. Baker & McKenzie LLP has been certified by the New York State CLE Board as an 
accredited provider in the state of New York for the period 12/12/15-12/11/18. This program is appropriate 
for both experienced and newly admitted New York attorneys. Baker & McKenzie LLP is an accredited 
sponsor, approved by the State Bar of Texas, Committee on MCLE. 

This program can be applied towards the 9 Substantive Hours of Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD) required by the Law Society of Upper Canada. Please note that this program is not accredited for 
Professionalism hours.
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