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37th Annual Asia Pacific Tax ConferenceAbout the event

Stay connected with the latest insights and tax developments in the Asia Pacific region at Baker McKenzie’s 
37th Annual Asia Pacific Tax Conference on 19-20 September 2023.

Preparing for the Future in an Era of Tax Changes

A global tax rewrite is underway with continued progress made on Pillars 1 and 2 and other OECD-led 
initiatives. Significant changes to tax rules are occurring as jurisdictions across the region announce policy 
reforms to protect their taxing rights, as well as to adhere to international tax standards. 

Asia Pacific tax authorities are actively seeking to reduce tax leakages, non-compliance, and what they 
perceive to be tax avoidance activities. To help you position your business for success in an era of ever-
changing tax rules and intense scrutiny, our subject matter experts from across the region and globally will 
come together to examine key developments. We will discuss the impact of emerging trends and current 
issues on your business models and strategies, sharing practical tips on how you can maximise opportunities 
to achieve the best risk mitigation outcomes.

We will also be bringing you a series of breakout sessions on key tax topics and developments in 2023, 
including significant developments in transfer pricing, tax controversies and indirect taxes, China tax updates, 
the impact of US tax developments and the implementation of the global minimum tax in Asia Pacific.

We look forward to seeing you in Bangkok at the conference.

Brendan T. Kelly
brendan.kelly@bakermckenzie.com

LinkedIn
linkedin.com/company/baker-&-mckenzie

Twitter
twitter.com/bakermckenzie

Follow us

For conference inquiries or to request  
one-on-one meetings, please contact:

Helen Wu
helen.wu@bakermckenzie.com

Gelo Casero
michael.casero@bakermckenzie.com

http://linkedin.com/company/baker-&-mckenzie
http://twitter.com/bakermckenzie
http://linkedin.com/company/baker-&-mckenzie
http://twitter.com/bakermckenzie


37th Annual Asia Pacific Tax ConferenceAgenda – Day 1
Tuesday, 19 September 2023
*Timing may vary slightly

08:00 am – 09:00 am Registration

09:00 am – 09:15 am Welcome Address

09:15 am – 10:30 am Plenary Session: Asia Pacific Tax Update − Part 1
Asia Pacific governments are continuing to break new ground in pushing through tax changes, which present both challenges and opportunities for businesses. In this fast-paced session, 
a highly experienced panel of tax practitioners will guide you through the latest and most significant tax developments in the region and their potential impact on businesses.

Simone Bridges
Chair, Partner, Australia

simone.bridges 
@bakermckenzie.com

Luis Zhang
Partner, China

luis.zhang 
@bakermckenziefenxun.com

Pierre Chan
Partner, Hong Kong

pierre.chan 
@bakermckenzie.com

Sanjiv Malhotra
Senior Advisor, India 

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co.
sanjiv.malhotra@AMSShardul.com

Ria Muhariastuti
Senior Tax Specialist,  

Indonesia
ria.muhariastuti 

@bakermckenzie.com

Luke Tanner
Partner, Japan

luke.tanner 
@bakermckenzie.com

Jay Shim
Senior Foreign Attorney, 

South Korea 
Lee & Ko

jay.shim@leeko.com

10:30 am – 11:00 am Coffee Break
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11:00 am – 12:15 pm Breakout Session – Part 1A: Destination Asia − Tax Incentives
Tax incentives remain important in the region even as governments consider how they may need to adjust their incentive regimes to remain attractive to investors in view of the global 
implementation of Pillar 2. In this session, we will look at some incentives that are still on offer, share recent experiences in dealing with authorities, and highlight issues concerning compliance 
of incentive conditions. In addition, we will assess the progress made by governments in reviewing their incentives and the state of play of future initiatives to attract investments.

Shih Hui Lee
Chair, Principal (Tax Advisor), Singapore

shih.hui.lee@bakermckenzie.com

Nancy Lai
Partner, China

nancy.lai@bakermckenzie.com

Carrie Lui
Special Counsel, Hong Kong

carrie.lui@bakermckenzie.com

Niken Kristalia 
Senior Tax Specialist, Indonesia

niken.kristalia@bakermckenzie.com

Yvonne Beh
Partner, Malaysia

yvonne.beh@wongpartners.com

Aek Tantisattamo
Partner, Thailand

aek.tantisattamo@bakermckenzie.com

Breakout Session – Part 1B: Utilising APAs and MAPs
In Asia Pacific, APAs on the tax consequences of proposed transactions are increasingly utilised as a tool to minimise the risk of transfer pricing disputes. For some jurisdictions, APAs have become the 
preferred solution for MNEs to achieve tax certainty. In this session, we will update you on significant developments in key jurisdictions that may impact on the effectiveness of an APA or the APA 
process, share our APA negotiation experiences, and consider key factors for achieving successful APA outcomes. We will also look at how taxpayers may resort to MAPs if an adjustment has been 
made that results in double taxation.

Shanwu Yuan
Chair, International Tax Director, 

China
shanwu.yuan 

@bakermckenzie.com

Thomas Brennan
Economist, Australia

thomas.brennan 
@bakermckenzie.com

Sanjiv Malhotra
Senior Advisor, India 
Shardul Amarchand 

Mangaldas & Co.
sanjiv.malhotra@AMSShardul.com

Yukiko Komori
Partner, Japan
yukiko.komori 

@bakermckenzie.com

Krystal Ng
Partner, Malaysia

krystal.ng 
@wongpartners.com

Chris Newman
Director of Economics, Singapore

chris.newman 
@bakermckenzie.com

Geoffrey Soh
Head, Transfer Pricing, Thailand

geoffrey.soh 
@bakermckenzie.com

Breakout Session – Part 1C: Navigating Asian Trade and Customs Waters
In a post-pandemic world, developing resilient supply chains and managing disruption risks continue to be in the forefront of manufacturers’ attention. Our panel of experts from across the 
region will look at recent trade and customs developments, discussing hot topics such as free trade agreement issues, the customs implications of transfer pricing adjustments, customs authorities’ 
activities, and the potential impact of carbon border adjustment mechanisms on businesses in the region. We will share our insights into how to mitigate risks and take advantage of opportunities.

Frank Pan
Chair, Partner, China

frank.pan 
@bakermckenziefenxun.com

Irvan Ardiansyah 
Associate Partner (Customs), 

Indonesia
irvan.ardiansyah 

@bakermckenzie.com

Junko Suetomi
Partner, Japan
junko.suetomi 

@bakermckenzie.com

Istee Cheah
Partner, Malaysia

istee.cheah 
@wongpartners.com

Kristine Mercado‑Tamayo
Partner, Philippines

kristine.mercado-tamayo 
@quisumbingtorres.com

Keerati Saneewong  
Na Ayudthaya
Partner, Thailand

keerati.saneewongnaayudthaya 
@bakermckenzie.com

Ngoc Trung Tran
Senior Regulatory Advisor,  

Vietnam
ngoctrung.tran 
@bmvn.com.vn

12:15 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch
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1:30 pm – 2:45 pm Breakout Session – Part 2A: Tax Transparency
Asia Pacific jurisdictions have generally committed to international tax transparency standards, with Thailand having commenced steps to implement the multilateral AEOI agreement. 
Tax authorities are utilising the information they obtain to assess transfer pricing risks and identify potential GST/VAT issues, among others. MNEs in the region also need to consider the impact 
of potential public disclosure trends such as is reflected in Australia’s proposed global transparency measure. Our experts will highlight the most significant developments and discuss the issues.

Panya Sittisakonsin
Chair, Partner, Thailand

panya.sittisakonsin 
@bakermckenzie.com

William Malouf
Senior Associate, Australia

william.malouf 
@bakermckenzie.com

Carrie Lui
Special Counsel, Hong Kong

carrie.lui 
@bakermckenzie.com

Daru Hananto
Partner, Indonesia

daru.hananto 
@bakermckenzie.com

Luke Tanner
Partner, Japan

luke.tanner 
@bakermckenzie.com

Jaclyn Ho
Principal (Tax Advisor), Singapore

jaclyn.ho 
@bakermckenzie.com

Steve Minhoo Kim
Senior Foreign Attorney, 

South Korea 
Lee & Ko

steve.kim@leeko.com

Breakout Session – Part 2B: Tax Litigation and Recent Cases
Businesses need to identify and manage their tax exposure risks across jurisdictions in the face of unprecedented levels of scrutiny by authorities and increases in the volume and value of tax 
disputes. In this session, our panel of experts will look at the latest tax litigation trends and developments, discuss interesting cases from various jurisdictions, and share “war stories”. We will 
also share our insights into how taxpayers can manage litigation risks and achieve the best litigation outcomes.

Jason Liang
Chair, Partner, Malaysia

jason.liang 
@wongpartners.com

Sanjiv Malhotra
Senior Advisor, India 
Shardul Amarchand 

Mangaldas & Co.
sanjiv.malhotra@AMSShardul.com

Ponti Partogi
Partner, Indonesia

ponti.partogi 
@bakermckenzie.com

Ryutaro Oka
Partner, Japan

ryutaro.oka 
@bakermckenzie.com

Camila Jacinto-Lagustan
Partner, Philippines

camila.jacinto-lagustan 
@quisumbingtorres.com

Jay Shim
Senior Foreign Attorney, 

South Korea 
Lee & Ko

jay.shim@leeko.com

Keerati Saneewong  
Na Ayudthaya
Partner, Thailand

keerati.saneewongnaayudthaya 
@bakermckenzie.com

Mark Oates
Partner, United States

mark.oates 
@bakermckenzie.com

Breakout Session – Part 2C: US Tax Developments
MNEs with operations and activities in Asia Pacific continue to be impacted by past and current changes to US tax policies and rules. Our experts will examine key US tax developments and issues 
that have practical ramifications for international businesses such as creditable foreign tax issues.

Rafic Barrage
Chair, Partner, United States

rafic.barrage 
@bakermckenzie.com

Katie Fung
Partner, United States

katie.fung 
@bakermckenzie.com

Robert Albaral
Partner, United States

robert.albaral 
@bakermckenzie.com

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm Coffee Break
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3:15 pm – 4:30 pm Plenary Session: Transfer Pricing – An Ever-Changing Landscape

With Asia Pacific tax authorities continuing to bolster their collections through transfer pricing adjustments and the imposition of penalties, transfer pricing is one of the 
most pressing issues affecting the bottom lines of MNEs. It is crucial that tax leaders keep up to date on changes to rules, local complexities, tax authorities’ practices, and the 
potential impact of Pillar 1, so that businesses can achieve target growth trajectories. In this session, our panel of experts will highlight key developments and contemporary 
issues that you need to consider.

Krystal Ng
Chair, Partner, Malaysia

krystal.ng 
@wongpartners.com

Thomas Brennan
Economist, Australia

thomas.brennan 
@bakermckenzie.com

Shanwu Yuan
International Tax Director, China

shanwu.yuan 
@bakermckenzie.com

Akihiko Tsuda
Partner, Japan
akihiko.tsuda 

@bakermckenzie.com

Camila Jacinto-Lagustan
Partner, Philippines

camila.jacinto-lagustan 
@quisumbingtorres.com

Chris Newman
Director of Economics, Singapore

chris.newman 
@bakermckenzie.com

4:30 pm – 5:45 pm Plenary Session: Global Minimum Tax in Asia Pacific

This session will focus on how Asia Pacific governments are responding to Pillar 2, such as the domestic rules they are considering, implementation timelines, the interaction 
of existing tax systems with Pillar 2, and potential adjustments to incentive regimes. We will discuss the ramifications of Pillar 2 in the region and highlight key opportunities 
and issues that affected MNEs need to consider when formulating strategies to mitigate the impact of Pillar 2.

Jaclyn Ho
Chair, Principal (Tax Advisor), 

Singapore
jaclyn.ho 

@bakermckenzie.com

Pierre Chan
Partner, Hong Kong

pierre.chan 
@bakermckenzie.com

Sanjiv Malhotra
Senior Advisor, India 
Shardul Amarchand 

Mangaldas & Co.
sanjiv.malhotra@AMSShardul.com

Ryutaro Oka
Partner, Japan

ryutaro.oka 
@bakermckenzie.com

Yvonne Beh
Partner, Malaysia

yvonne.beh 
@wongpartners.com

Steve Minhoo Kim
Senior Foreign Attorney, 

South Korea 
Lee & Ko

steve.kim@leeko.com

Thanh Hoa Dao 
Special Counsel, Vietnam

thanhhoa.dao 
@bakermckenzie.com

6:00 pm onwards Dinner Reception at Above Eleven
Transfers to the venue available at hotel lobby from 5:45 - 6:10 pm



37th Annual Asia Pacific Tax ConferenceAgenda – Day 2
Wednesday, 20 September 2023
*Timing may vary slightly

08:00 am – 09:00 am Registration

09:00 am – 09:15 am Opening

09:15 am – 10:30 am Plenary Session: Asia Pacific Tax Update − Part 2
Asia Pacific governments are continuing to break new ground in pushing through tax changes, which present both challenges and opportunities for businesses. In this fast-paced session,  
a highly experienced panel of tax practitioners will guide you through the latest and most significant tax developments in the region and their potential impact on businesses.

Dawn Quek
Chair, Principal, Singapore

dawn.quek 
@bakermckenzie.com

Istee Cheah
Partner, Malaysia

istee.cheah 
@wongpartners.com

Kristine Mercado‑Tamayo
Partner, Philippines

kristine.mercado-tamayo 
@quisumbingtorres.com

Dennis Lee
Senior Consultant / CPA, Taiwan

dennis.lee 
@bakermckenzie.com

Nopporn Charoenkitraj
Partner, Thailand

nopporn.charoenkitraj 
@bakermckenzie.com

Thanh Vinh Nguyen
Partner, Vietnam

thanhvinh.nguyen 
@bakermckenzie.com

10:30 am – 11:00 am Coffee Break

11:00 am – 12:15 pm Plenary Session: Meeting Tax Audit Challenges
With the scale of tax audits increasing and tax authorities coordinating, gaining access to more information, and using big data and data analytics, it is more crucial than ever that businesses 
consider how to manage their tax exposures and prepare for tax audits. In this session, we will share our most significant audit experiences and highlight trends we are seeing such as what tax 
authorities are focusing on in audits. We will also share practical tips about how you can best prepare for an audit, risk mitigation and defence strategies, negotiating settlements, and what to 
do if you need to resort to litigation.

Ponti Partogi
Chair, Partner, Indonesia

ponti.partogi 
@bakermckenzie.com

Simone Bridges
Partner, Australia
simone.bridges 

@bakermckenzie.com

Jason Wen
Senior Tax Consulting Director, 

China
jason.wen 

@bakermckenziefenxun.com

Akihiko Tsuda
Partner, Japan
akihiko.tsuda 

@bakermckenzie.com

Jason Liang
Partner, Malaysia

jason.liang 
@wongpartners.com

Aek Tantisattamo
Partner, Thailand
aek.tantisattamo 

@bakermckenzie.com

12:15 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch
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1:30 pm – 2:45 pm Breakout Session – Part 3A: China Tax Update
Since the reopening of borders, China has resumed its economic progress and is on the rise again as the largest market and the second largest economy in the world. Given China’s critical place 
in an ever-changing world and its huge impact within the region, it is more timely than ever that we bring you a session on key China tax developments. Our panel will discuss what China tax 
authorities are increasingly focusing on and highlight some emerging issues that you need to consider when evaluating your tax compliance and optimization strategies. We will share insights 
on how to improve tax compliance from various perspectives (e.g., cross-border payments, transfer pricing, tax supervision) in the new tax environment and provide our recommendation on 
how best to address issues.

Jinghua Liu
Chair, Partner, China

jinghua.liu 
@bakermckenziefenxun.com

Amy Ling
Partner, China

amy.ling 
@bakermckenzie.com

Shanwu Yuan
International Tax Director, China

shanwu.yuan 
@bakermckenzie.com

Luis Zhang
Partner, China

luis.zhang 
@bakermckenziefenxun.com

Breakout Session – Part 3B: A Mobile Workforce - Employer Tax Implications
With the increased prevalence of employees working from multiple locations, MNES need to consider how these may impact their risk management strategies. This session will focus on the 
corporate tax implications of a mobile workforce, including permanent establishment and transfer pricing considerations.

Luke Tanner
Chair, Partner, Japan

luke.tanner 
@bakermckenzie.com

William Malouf
Senior Associate, Australia

william.malouf 
@bakermckenzie.com

Nancy Lai
Partner, China

nancy.lai 
@bakermckenzie.com

Sanjiv Malhotra
Senior Advisor, India 

Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co.
sanjiv.malhotra@AMSShardul.com

Daru Hananto
Partner, Indonesia

daru.hananto 
@bakermckenzie.com

Camila Jacinto-Lagustan
Partner, Philippines

camila.jacinto-lagustan 
@quisumbingtorres.com

Dennis Lee
Senior Consultant / CPA, Taiwan

dennis.lee 
@bakermckenzie.com

Breakout Session – Part 3C: GST/VAT in Asia Pacific
Asia Pacific governments are continuing to reform their indirect tax systems, with major changes centering on, among others, e-commerce such as online platforms’ obligations. In this session, we 
will consider key developments, emerging issues, and tax authorities’ activities, sharing our insights about what these may mean for your business and outlining practical strategies to mitigate risks.

Simone Bridges
Chair, Partner, Australia

simone.bridges 
@bakermckenzie.com

Jason Wen
Senior Tax Consulting Director, 

China
jason.wen 

@bakermckenziefenxun.com

Niken Kristalia 
Senior Tax Specialist,  

Indonesia
niken.kristalia 

@bakermckenzie.com

Yvonne Beh
Partner, Malaysia

yvonne.beh 
@wongpartners.com

Kristine 
Mercado‑Tamayo
Partner, Philippines

kristine.mercado-tamayo 
@quisumbingtorres.com

Shih Hui Lee
Principal (Tax Advisor), 

Singapore
shih.hui.lee 

@bakermckenzie.com

Nopporn Charoenkitraj
Partner, Thailand

nopporn.charoenkitraj 
@bakermckenzie.com

Thanh Hoa Dao 
Special Counsel, Vietnam

thanhhoa.dao 
@bakermckenzie.com

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm Coffee Break
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03:15 pm – 04:30 pm Plenary Session: M&As and Restructurings
M&A transactions continue to be a critical component of the transformative strategy of organizations looking to acquire talent, IP and technology. With major shifts occurring in the international 
and domestic tax landscapes, the applicable rules are becoming increasingly complex. In this session, our tax practitioners will discuss recent developments and key concerns such as the risk of 
legacy issues and intangible property issues.

Brendan Kelly
Chair, Head of China Tax, China

brendan.kelly 
@bakermckenzie.com

Amy Ling
Partner, China

amy.ling 
@bakermckenzie.com

Carrie Lui
Special Counsel, Hong Kong

carrie.lui@bakermckenzie.com

Ria Muhariastuti
Senior Tax Specialist,  

Indonesia
ria.muhariastuti 

@bakermckenzie.com

Luke Tanner
Partner, Japan

luke.tanner 
@bakermckenzie.com

Wibren Veldhuizen
Partner, Netherlands

wibren.veldhuizen 
@bakermckenzie.com

Kristine 
Mercado‑Tamayo
Partner, Philippines

kristine.mercado-tamayo 
@quisumbingtorres.com

Shih Hui Lee
Principal (Tax Advisor), 

Singapore
shih.hui.lee 

@bakermckenzie.com

4:30 pm – 4:45 pm Closing Remarks



© 2023 Baker McKenzie. All rights reserved. Baker & McKenzie International is a global law firm with member law firms around the world. In accordance with the common terminology used in professional 
service organizations, reference to a “partner” means a person who is a partner or equivalent in such a law firm. Similarly, reference to an “office” means an office of any such law firm. This may qualify as 
“Attorney Advertising” requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

bakermckenzie.com

Baker McKenzie delivers integrated solutions to complex challenges. 

Complex business challenges require an integrated response across  
different markets, sectors and areas of law. Baker McKenzie’s  
client solutions provide seamless advice, underpinned by deep practice  
and sector expertise, as well as first-rate local market knowledge.  
Across more than 70 offices globally, Baker McKenzie works alongside  
our clients to deliver solutions for a connected world.
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