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Power of Attorney  

Signing Instructions 

 

 This document must be signed in front of a notary public  

 Before signing this document fill in all of your personal 
information and your agent's personal information 
highlighted in yellow; it is not necessary to designate a 
successor agent  

 Once you are ready to sign the document in front of a notary, 
initial all of the boxes highlighted in green and do not initial 
boxes that are not highlighted) 

 Sign and date on page 5 in front of the notary 

 Have the notary notarize your signature on page 5 

 If available, have your designated agent sign before a notary 
on page 7 (note that it is not necessary for your designated 
agent to sign until he or she needs to use the POA, so page 7 
can be left unsigned and un-notarized) 

 Once the document is signed, keep it in a safe, fire-proof, 
place, but do not put it in a bank safe deposit box 

 If possible, give a copy to your agent and let your agent know 
where the original is kept 

 DO NOT ALTER THE WORDING OF THIS DOCUMENT 
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Power of Attorney New York Statutory Short Form 

 

(a) CAUTION TO THE PRINCIPAL: YOUR POWER OF ATTORNEY IS AN 

IMPORTANT DOCUMENT.  AS THE “PRINCIPAL,” YOU GIVE THE PERSON WHOM YOU 

CHOOSE (YOUR “AGENT”) AUTHORITY TO SPEND YOUR MONEY AND SELL OR DISPOSE OF 

YOUR PROPERTY DURING YOUR LIFETIME WITHOUT TELLING YOU.  YOU DO NOT LOSE 

YOUR AUTHORITY TO ACT EVEN THOUGH YOU HAVE GIVEN YOUR AGENT SIMILAR 

AUTHORITY.  

WHEN YOUR AGENT EXERCISES THIS AUTHORITY, HE OR SHE MUST ACT 

ACCORDING TO ANY INSTRUCTIONS YOU HAVE PROVIDED OR, WHERE THERE ARE NO 

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS, IN YOUR BEST INTEREST.  “IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE 

AGENT” AT THE END OF THIS DOCUMENT DESCRIBES YOUR AGENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES. 

YOUR AGENT CAN ACT ON YOUR BEHALF ONLY AFTER SIGNING THE POWER OF 

ATTORNEY BEFORE A NOTARY PUBLIC. 

YOU CAN REQUEST INFORMATION FROM YOUR AGENT AT ANY TIME.  IF YOU ARE 

REVOKING A PRIOR POWER OF ATTORNEY, YOU SHOULD PROVIDE WRITTEN NOTICE OF 

THE REVOCATION TO YOUR PRIOR AGENT(S) AND TO ANY THIRD PARTIES WHO MAY  

HAVE ACTED UPON IT, INCLUDING THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS WHERE YOUR 

ACCOUNTS ARE LOCATED. 

YOU CAN REVOKE OR TERMINATE YOUR POWER OF ATTORNEY AT ANY TIME FOR 

ANY REASON AS LONG AS YOU ARE OF SOUND MIND.  IF YOU ARE NO LONGER OF SOUND 

MIND, A COURT CAN REMOVE AN AGENT FOR ACTING IMPROPERLY. 

YOUR AGENT CANNOT MAKE HEALTH CARE DECISIONS FOR YOU.  YOU MAY 

EXECUTE A “HEALTH CARE PROXY” TO DO THIS. 

THE LAW GOVERNING POWERS OF ATTORNEY IS CONTAINED IN THE NEW YORK 

GENERAL OBLIGATIONS LAW, ARTICLE 5, TITLE 15.  THIS LAW IS AVAILABLE AT A LAW 

LIBRARY, OR ONLINE THROUGH THE NEW YORK STATE SENATE OR ASSEMBLY WEBSITES, 
WWW.SENATE.STATE.NY.US OR WWW.ASSEMBLY.STATE.NY.US. 

IF THERE IS ANYTHING ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT THAT YOU DO NOT 

UNDERSTAND, YOU SHOULD ASK A LAWYER OF YOUR OWN CHOOSING TO EXPLAIN IT TO 

YOU. 

 

(b) DESIGNATION OF AGENT(S): 

I,                                                              , residing at                                                               ,  
[name and address of principal]  

hereby appoint: 
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[name(s) and address(es) of successor agent(s)] 
 
SUCCESSOR AGENTS DESIGNATED ABOVE MUST ACT TOGETHER UNLESS YOU INITIAL 

THE STATEMENT BELOW.  

 My successor agents may act SEPARATELY.  

YOU MAY PROVIDE FOR SPECIFIC SUCCESSION RULES IN THIS SECTION.  INSERT SPECIFIC 

SUCCESSION PROVISIONS HERE: 

 

(d) This POWER OF ATTORNEY shall not be affected by my subsequent incapacity 
unless I have stated otherwise below, under “Modifications.” 

 

(e) This POWER OF ATTORNEY DOES NOT REVOKE any Powers of Attorney 
previously executed by me unless I have stated otherwise below, under 
“Modifications.” 

IF YOU DO NOT INTEND TO REVOKE YOUR PRIOR POWERS OF ATTORNEY, AND IF YOU 

HAVE GRANTED THE SAME AUTHORITY IN THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY AS  YOU  GRANTED  

TO  ANOTHER  AGENT IN A PRIOR POWER OF ATTORNEY, EACH AGENT CAN ACT 

SEPARATELY UNLESS YOU INDICATE UNDER “MODIFICATIONS” THAT THE AGENTS  WITH 

THE SAME AUTHORITY ARE TO ACT TOGETHER. 

 

(f) GRANT OF AUTHORITY: 

TO GRANT YOUR AGENT SOME OR ALL OF THE AUTHORITY BELOW, EITHER (1) INITIAL 

THE BRACKET AT EACH AUTHORITY YOU GRANT, OR (2) WRITE OR TYPE THE LETTERS FOR 

my , , residing at
successor agent(s):
If  any  agent  designated  above  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  serve,  I  appoint  as  my 

(c) DESIGNATION OF SUCCESSOR AGENT(S): (OPTIONAL)

My agents may act SEPARATELY.

YOU INITIAL THE STATEMENT BELOW.
IF YOU DESIGNATE MORE THAN ONE AGENT ABOVE, THEY MUST ACT TOGETHER UNLESS 

as my agent(s)

[name(s) and address(es) of agent(s)]
,

my , , residing at
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EACH AUTHORITY YOU GRANT ON THE BLANK LINE AT (P), AND INITIAL THE BRACKET AT 

(P).  IF YOU INITIAL (P), YOU DO NOT NEED TO INITIAL THE OTHER LINES. 

I grant authority to my agent(s) with respect to the following subjects as defined in 
sections 5-1502A through 5-1502N of the New York General Obligations Law:  

  (A) real estate transactions; 
  (B) chattel and goods transactions; 
  (C) bond, share, and commodity transactions; 
  (D) banking transactions; 
  (E) business operating transactions; 
  (F) insurance transactions; 
  (G) estate transactions;  
  (H) claims and litigation; 
  (I) personal and family maintenance.  If you grant your agent this 

authority, it will allow the agent to make gifts that you customarily 
have made to individuals, including the agent, and charitable 
organizations.   The total amount of all such gifts in any one calendar 
year cannot exceed five hundred dollars; 

  (J) benefits from governmental programs or civil or military service; 
  (K) health care billing and payment matters; records, reports, and 

statements; 
  (L) retirement benefit transactions; 
  (M) tax matters; 
  (N) all other matters; 
  (O) full and unqualified authority to my agent(s) to delegate any or all of 

the foregoing powers to any person or persons whom my agent(s) 
select; 

  (P) EACH of the matters identified by the following letters:       
                         A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, and O 

YOU NEED NOT INITIAL THE OTHER LINES IF YOU INITIAL LINE (P). 
 

(g) MODIFICATIONS: (OPTIONAL)  

IN THIS SECTION, YOU MAY MAKE ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS, INCLUDING 

LANGUAGE TO LIMIT OR SUPPLEMENT AUTHORITY GRANTED TO YOUR AGENT.  
HOWEVER, YOU CANNOT USE THIS MODIFICATIONS SECTION TO GRANT YOUR AGENT 

AUTHORITY TO MAKE GIFTS OR CHANGES TO INTERESTS IN YOUR PROPERTY. IF YOU 

WISH TO GRANT YOUR AGENT SUCH AUTHORITY, YOU MUST COMPLETE THE 

STATUTORY GIFTS RIDER. 

 

 Digital Devices, Digital Assets and Digital Accounts.  My agent shall 
have the power to access, use and take control of my digital devices, including, 
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but not limited to, desktops, laptops, tablets, peripherals, storage devices, 
mobile telephones, smart phones, and any similar digital device (including any 
similar devises that may exist as technology develops).  My agent shall have 
the power to access, modify, delete, control, transfer and otherwise deal with, 
my digital assets, including but not limited to e-mails, documents, images, 
audio, video, software licenses, domain registrations, and similar digital files 
(including any other digital assets which may exist as technology develops), 
regardless of the ownership of the physical device upon which the digital asset 
is stored.  My agent shall have the power to access, modify, delete, control, 
transfer and otherwise deal with, my digital accounts, including but is not 
limited to e-mail accounts, social network accounts, social media accounts, file 
sharing accounts, financial management accounts, domain registration 
accounts, domain name service accounts, web hosting accounts, tax 
preparation service accounts, online stores, affiliate programs, other online 
accounts which currently exist or may exist as technology develops.  
 

(h) CERTAIN GIFT TRANSACTIONS: STATUTORY GIFTS RIDER (OPTIONAL) 

IN ORDER TO AUTHORIZE YOUR AGENT TO MAKE GIFTS IN EXCESS OF AN ANNUAL TOTAL 

OF $500 FOR ALL GIFTS DESCRIBED IN (I) OF THE GRANT OF AUTHORITY SECTION  OF  

THIS DOCUMENT (UNDER PERSONAL AND FAMILY MAINTENANCE), YOU MUST INITIAL 

THE STATEMENT BELOW AND EXECUTE A STATUTORY GIFTS RIDER AT THE SAME TIME AS 

THIS INSTRUMENT.  INITIALING THE STATEMENT BELOW BY ITSELF DOES NOT 

AUTHORIZE YOUR AGENT TO MAKE GIFTS.  THE PREPARATION OF THE STATUTORY GIFTS 

RIDER SHOULD BE SUPERVISED BY A LAWYER. 

  (SGR) I grant my agent authority to make gifts in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of the Statutory Gifts Rider that supplements this Statutory Power of 
Attorney. 

 

(i) DESIGNATION OF MONITOR(S): (OPTIONAL) 

IF YOU WISH TO APPOINT MONITOR(S), INITIAL AND FILL IN THE SECTION BELOW: 

   I wish to designate                                                                                                           , 

whose address(es) is (are)                                                                                                       , 

as monitor(s).  

Upon the request of the monitor(s), my agent(s) must provide the monitor(s) with a 
copy of the Power of Attorney and a record of all transactions done or made on my 
behalf.  Third parties holding records of such transactions shall provide the records 
to the monitor(s) upon request.  
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(j) COMPENSATION OF AGENT(S): (OPTIONAL) 

YOUR AGENT IS ENTITLED TO BE REIMBURSED FROM YOUR ASSETS FOR REASONABLE 

EXPENSES INCURRED ON YOUR BEHALF.  IF YOU ALSO WISH YOUR AGENT(S) TO BE 

COMPENSATED FROM YOUR ASSETS FOR SERVICES RENDERED ON YOUR BEHALF, INITIAL 

THE STATEMENT BELOW.  IF YOU WISH TO DEFINE “REASONABLE COMPENSATION,” YOU 

MAY DO SO ABOVE, UNDER “MODIFICATIONS.”  

  My agent(s) shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for services rendered.  

(k) ACCEPTANCE BY THIRD PARTIES:  

I agree to indemnify the third party for any claims that may arise against the third 
party because of reliance on this Power of Attorney.  I understand that any 
termination of this Power of Attorney, whether the result of my revocation of the 
Power of Attorney or otherwise, is not effective as to a third party until the third 
party has actual notice or knowledge of the termination. 

(l) TERMINATION:  

This Power of Attorney continues until I revoke it or it is terminated by my death or 
other event described in section 5-1511 of the General Obligations Law. 

SECTION 5-1511 OF THE GENERAL OBLIGATIONS LAW DESCRIBES THE MANNER IN 

WHICH YOU MAY REVOKE YOUR POWER OF ATTORNEY, AND THE EVENTS WHICH 

TERMINATE THE POWER OF ATTORNEY. 

(m) SIGNATURE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT:  

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto signed my name on                                       , 2020. 

PRINCIPAL signs here: ==>__________________________________________ 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 
    : ss.: 
COUNTY OF                         ) 
 

On the            day of                               , in the year 2020, before me, the 
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said state, personally appeared 
                                                              , personally known to me or proved to me on the 
basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the 
within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same in 
his/her capacity, and that by his/her signature on the instrument, the person or the 
entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument. 

 

         
   Notary Public 
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(n) IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE AGENT: 

WHEN YOU ACCEPT THE AUTHORITY GRANTED UNDER THIS POWER OF ATTORNEY, A 

SPECIAL LEGAL RELATIONSHIP IS CREATED BETWEEN YOU AND THE PRINCIPAL.  THIS 

RELATIONSHIP IMPOSES ON YOU LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES THAT CONTINUE UNTIL YOU 

RESIGN OR THE POWER OF ATTORNEY IS TERMINATED OR REVOKED. YOU MUST: 

(1) ACT ACCORDING TO ANY INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PRINCIPAL, OR, WHERE THERE 

ARE NO INSTRUCTIONS, IN THE PRINCIPAL’S BEST INTEREST; 

(2) AVOID CONFLICTS THAT WOULD IMPAIR YOUR ABILITY TO ACT IN THE 

PRINCIPAL’S BEST INTEREST; 

(3) KEEP THE PRINCIPAL’S PROPERTY SEPARATE AND DISTINCT FROM ANY ASSETS 

YOU OWN OR CONTROL, UNLESS OTHERWISE PERMITTED BY LAW; 

(4) KEEP A RECORD OR ALL RECEIPTS, PAYMENTS, AND TRANSACTIONS CONDUCTED 

FOR THE PRINCIPAL; AND 

(5) DISCLOSE YOUR IDENTITY AS AN AGENT WHENEVER YOU ACT FOR THE PRINCIPAL 

BY WRITING OR PRINTING THE PRINCIPAL’S NAME AND SIGNING YOUR OWN 

NAME AS “AGENT” IN EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING MANNERS: (PRINCIPAL’S 

NAME) BY (YOUR SIGNATURE) AS AGENT, OR (YOUR SIGNATURE) AS AGENT FOR 

(PRINCIPAL’S NAME). 

YOU MAY NOT USE THE PRINCIPAL’S ASSETS TO BENEFIT YOURSELF OR ANYONE ELSE OR 

MAKE GIFTS TO YOURSELF OR ANYONE ELSE UNLESS THE PRINCIPAL HAS SPECIFICALLY 

GRANTED YOU THAT AUTHORITY IN THIS DOCUMENT, WHICH IS EITHER A STATUTORY 

GIFTS RIDER ATTACHED TO A STATUTORY SHORT FORM POWER OF ATTORNEY OR A 

NON-STATUTORY POWER OF ATTORNEY.  IF YOU HAVE THAT AUTHORITY, YOU MUST 

ACT ACCORDING TO ANY INSTRUCTIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL OR, WHERE THERE ARE NO 

SUCH INSTRUCTIONS, IN THE PRINCIPAL’S BEST INTEREST.  YOU MAY RESIGN BY GIVING 

WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE PRINCIPAL AND TO ANY CO-AGENT, SUCCESSOR AGENT, 
MONITOR IF ONE HAS BEEN NAMED IN THIS DOCUMENT, OR THE PRINCIPAL’S GUARDIAN 

IF ONE HAS BEEN APPOINTED.  IF THERE IS ANYTHING ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT OR YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITIES THAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND, YOU SHOULD SEEK LEGAL ADVICE.  

LIABILITY OF AGENT: 

THE MEANING OF THE AUTHORITY GIVEN TO YOU IS DEFINED IN NEW YORK’S GENERAL 

OBLIGATIONS LAW, ARTICLE 5, TITLE 15.  IF IT IS FOUND THAT YOU HAVE VIOLATED 

THE LAW OR ACTED OUTSIDE THE AUTHORITY GRANTED TO YOU IN THE POWER OF 

ATTORNEY, YOU MAY BE LIABLE UNDER THE LAW FOR YOUR VIOLATION. 
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I,                                                      , have read the foregoing Power of Attorney. I am 
the person identified therein as agent for the principal named therein. 

I acknowledge my legal responsibilities. 

Agent signs here:==>___________________________     

 
STATE OF    ) 
    : ss.: 
COUNTY OF        ) 

On the               day of                                  , in the year 2020, before me, the 
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said state, personally appeared 
                                                               , personally known to me or proved to me on the 
basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the 
within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same in 
his/her capacity, and that by his/her signature on the instrument, the person or the 
entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument. 

 

         
   Notary Public 

 

 

(o) AGENT’S SIGNATURE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF APPOINTMENT:  

IT IS NOT REQUIRED THAT THE PRINCIPAL AND THE AGENT(S) SIGN AT THE SAME TIME, 
NOR THAT MULTIPLE AGENTS SIGN AT THE SAME TIME. 
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STATE OF    ) 
    : ss.: 
COUNTY OF   ) 

On the                day of                                       , in the year 2020, before me, the 
undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said state, personally appeared 
                                                                   , personally known to me or proved to me on 
the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the 
within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same in 
his/her capacity, and that by his/her signature on the instrument, the person or the 
entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument. 

 

         
   Notary Public 
 
 

Successor Agent signs here:==>___________________________

named therein.
Attorney.  I am the person identified therein as SUCCESSOR agent for the principal 
I, ,  have  read  the  foregoing  Power  of 

TO SERVE.
ATTORNEY  UNLESS  THE AGENT(S) DESIGNATED  ABOVE  IS/ARE  UNABLE  OR  UNWILLING

SAME  TIME. FURTHERMORE, SUCCESSOR  AGENTS  CAN  NOT  USE  THIS  POWER OF

SIGN  AT  THE  SAME  TIME, NOR  THAT  MULTIPLE SUCCESSOR AGENTS  SIGN  AT  THE

IT  IS  NOT  REQUIRED  THAT  THE  PRINCIPAL  AND THE SUCCESSOR AGENT(S), IF  ANY,

APPOINTMENT:
(p)  SUCCESSOR  AGENT’S  SIGNATURE  AND  ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF
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