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Germany's upcoming ban on plastic bags
What has happened?

September 2019

Notwithstanding the fact that the Federal Ministry of Environment and the German
retail industry agreed, three years ago, on voluntary measures to reduce the use of
plastic bags, the Ministry has now announced its plan to introduce a legal ban on
plastic bags. To this end, the wording of a draft bill is currently being c oordinat ed
within the German Federal Government. Should this draft bill eventually be
adopted, the legal ban on plastic bags could enter into force in the first half of
2020.
What it means for you
According to a press release by the Federal Ministry of the Environment, the most
relevant aspects of the planned ban on plastic bags are as follows:
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The proposed ban will cover single-use plastic bags with a wall t hick nes s
of less than 50 micrometers (μm). This also includes so-called "bioplast ic"
bags, i.e. recycled or ecologically produced plastic bags. In the Minist ry's
opinion, bioplastics are as harmful to the environment as conventional
plastic bags.



Very lightweight single-use plastic bags with a wall thickness of les s t han
15 micrometers (μm) (called "Hemdchentüten" in German) will be
exempted from the ban. In the Ministry's view, there are hardly
environmentally friendly alternatives to such bags, which are necessary for
hygienic reasons or which are intended as sales packaging/initial
packaging for food.



Re-usable bags will not be in scope.



Offering single-use plastic bags with a wall thickness of less than 50
micrometers in violation of the proposed law will be punishable with a fine
of up to EUR 100,000.



Once the bill has been enacted, there will be a six-month transition period
in order to allow the retail industry to sell off their current s t ock of s ingle use plastic bags.

Economic operators making, importing or handing out single-use plas tic bags t o
customers must monitor the further developments and carefully analyze the text of
the new law, once the draft bill has been published and or introduced into the
German legislative process.
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