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Agenda  

Time and Location 
(local US CT - Marriott 
Marquis Hotel, 2nd Floor) 

Panel Session and Participants 
 

7.30 am - 8.55 am 

Houston Blrm Foyer 

Institute Breakfast and Registration 

8.55 am - 9.00 am 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

Introduction and Opening Remarks 
 

 Jim O'Brien, Partner, Chicago 

9.00 am - 9.30 am 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

Morning Keynote Address 
 

 Paulo Ruiz Sternadt, CEO, Dresser-Rand 

9.30 am - 10.30 am 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

US Energy Policy 
 

 George Fibbe, Deputy General Counsel for Litigation, Regulation & Enforcement, US 

Department of Energy 

 Marnie Funk, Government Relations Senior Advisor, Shell 

 Sarah Ladislaw, Director of the Energy and National Security Program, CSIS 

 John Watson, Partner, Chicago 

Moderator:  

 Jim O'Brien, Partner, Chicago 

10.30 am - 10.45 am 

Houston Blrm Foyer 

Networking Coffee Break 

10.45 am - 11.30 am 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

Digitalization and the Oil & Gas Company of the Future 
 

 Peter George, Partner, Chicago 

 Prashant Mehrotra, Senior Manager, Accenture  

 Rachel Milano, Senior Counsel, BP  

Moderator: 

 Hugh Stewart, Senior Counsel, London 

11.30 am - 12.15 pm Breakout Session 1 
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Harris Room Option 1: Investor Opportunities for Big Oil in Mexico and Brazil 
 

 Felipe Ferenzini, Associate, Rio de Janeiro*  

 Carlos Morales-Gil, CEO, PetroBal 

Moderator: 

 Benjamin Torres-Barrón, Partner, Mexico City 

Montgomery Room Option 2: Developments in Saudi Arabia and their Impact on the Energy Sector 
 

 David Kultgen, Law Office of David B. Kultgen (former General Counsel of Saudi 

Aramco)  

Welcome and Introduction: 

 Hugh Stewart, Senior Counsel, London 

12.15 pm - 1.30 pm 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

Networking Lunch 

1.30 pm - 2.00 pm 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

Afternoon Welcome and Keynote Address 
 

 Christina Ibrahim, Executive Vice President, General Counsel, Chief Compliance 

Officer and Corporate Secretary, Weatherford  

Welcome and Introduction: 

 Jonathan Newton, Partner, Houston 

2.00 pm - 2.45 pm 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

LNG 
 

 Monica Gonzalez Canales, Managing Director, Gas del Litoral 

 Stuart Sperling, Senior LNG Commercial and Legal Advisor, Poten & Partners 

 Carlos Wheelock, Head of LNG Americas, Vitol 

 Kieran Whyte, Partner, Johannesburg 

Moderator: 

 David Lang, Partner, Houston 

2.45 pm  - 3.30 pm Breakout Session 2 

Liberty Room Option 1: Tax: Navigating a Changing Landscape 
 

 Jukka Karjalainen, Director, Baker McKenzie - London 

 Oliver Pendred, Senior Tax Advisor, Baker McKenzie - London 

 Emily Whittenburg, Senior Tax Advisor, Shell 

Moderator: 

 Alexandra Minkovich, Of Counsel, Washington DC 
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Montgomery Room Option 2: Tips for Oil & Gas Corporate/M&A Lawyers from Dispute Resolution 
Specialists 
 

 Francisco Balduzzi, Assistant General Counsel, Wood Group  

 Claudia Benavides, Partner, Bogotá 

 Brendan Cook, Partner, Houston 

 Blaine Edwards, Assistant General Counsel, Superior Energy Services, Inc. 

 Andy Moody, Partner, London  

Moderator: 

 Tom Kruse, Partner, Houston 

Harris Room Option 3: Managing your Global Workforce in Today’s Economy: Best and Worst 
Practices 
 

 Jenny Midyat, Director of Total Rewards and Global Mobility, Parker Drilling 

Company 

 Amy Olivares, Global HR Director – Process Systems, Cameron 

 Charlene Tsang-Kao, Assistant General Counsel - Litigation/Labor & Employment, 

Marathon Oil Company 

Moderator: 

 Scott Nelson, Partner, Houston 

3.30 pm  - 3.45 pm 

Houston Blrm Foyer 

Networking Coffee Break 

3.45 pm - 4.45 pm 

Houston Blrm 5-7 

Global Trends in M&A Activity in the Oil & Gas Industry 
 

 Cathy Konwisarz, Assistant General Counsel -  Conventional and A&D, Marathon Oil 

 William Marko, Managing Director, Jefferies LLC 

 Gerry Morton, General Counsel and Vice President of Business Development, 

Carrizo Oil and Gas  

 Denmon Sigler, Partner, Houston  

Moderator: 

 Michael Herington, Partner, London 

4.45 pm - 5.00 pm  

Houston Blrm 5-7 

Closing Remarks 
 

 Hugh Stewart, Senior Counsel, London 

5.00 pm  - 6.30 pm 

Harris Room 

Cocktail Reception 

 
*In cooperation with Trench Rossi Watanabe, a Brazilian law firm 


