
�� 	Existing law ill-equipped

�� “Computer-generated works” in the UK goes some 
way but no equivalent yet at EU level

�� Originality: is there an “author” for the requisite 
expression of the author’s skill, labour and 
judgment?

�� There is acceptance of need to develop law further: 
European Parliament recommendations on rights 
and responsibilities and legal standing of AI

�� Questions go broader than copyright: issues 
of inventorship for patents, and possible 
shift to trade secrets

�� 	Potential use in registering, enforcing and 
clearing IP rights and IP agreements

�� Controlling and tracking the distribution of 
(un-)registered IP; providing evidence of use; 
establishing and enforcing IP agreements, 

licences and exclusive distribution networks 
through smart contracts; and transmitting 
payments in real-time to IP owners

�� Potential use for authentication and 
provenance purposes, including the detection 
of counterfeits, stolen and parallel imported 
goods

�� Hurdles to large scale legal application include 
questions of governing laws and jurisdictions, 
data security and privacy concerns

�� “Smart contracts” to establish and enforce 
IP agreements, including licenses and 
transmission of payments in real-time to IP 
owners

�� Lack of uniform definition

�� Need for regulation?

�� Technology nascent still, but coming (3-5 years)

�� 	Maps into distinct use cases

�� 	Key considerations: Privilege, Insurance, Cloud, Lock-In, Talent
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OF ALL OF THIS?
�� Technology is developing fast

�� Sophisticated players already investigating opportunities and issues

�� But still early days. No need to panic!
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AI/MACHINE LEARNING...

…… Science of making computers do 
things that require intelligence when 
done by humans

…… “Systems that understand and learn 
from observations without requiring 
additional programming”

BLOCKCHAIN...

…… Technology underpinning the 
cryptocurrency Bitcoin: open ledger 
of information which is distributed 
and verified across a peer-to-peer 
online network

…… Provides an irreversible, secure and 
time-stamped record

…… Already in use in fintech, pharma, 
music, fashion industry

UNDERLYING  
ML PLATFORMS

PRESENTATION  
& DELIVERY

TASK  
AUTOMATION

SEARCH  
& FIND

LIQUID  
WORKFORCE

LEGAL  
KNOWLEDGE


