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The number of children deprived 

of liberty each year7M+ -The United Nations Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty 2019 



Unpacking the problem
There are too many places where systems detain children
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Why are children

being detained?

What are the 
consequences?

Are there non-obvious 

effects beyond the child?

We asked three questions



Where did we look for answers?
We mined the entire web using SparkBeyond’s AI engine combined 

with our pro bono lawyers’ expertise
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How we analyzed the problem

We framed our findings within Maslow’s hierarchy 

Esteem needs: 
prestige and feeling of 

accomplishment

Safety needs: 
security, safety

Physiological needs: 
food, water, warmth,  rest

Belongingness and 
love needs: intimate 
relationships, friends

Self-

actualization: 

achieving one's 

full potential, including 

creative activities

Self-fulfilment 

needs

Psychological 

needs

Basic

needs
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We framed child detention based Maslow’s elements
We linked child detention to the key areas of human need



Risk Path:
Detention affects self-actualization  education / employment / school 



Risk Path:
Detention affects self-actualization  examining education – 97 paths



Pieces of evidence we found that 
support the links between child 
detention and Maslow’s hierarchy71,531



Unintended consequences
Multi-dimensional

Food access

Malnutrition

Environment

Faith

Culture

Family
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Armed conflict

Racial inequality

Poverty

Neighborhoods

Disease



Learn more
Keen to advance the rights of children? 

www.bakermckenzie.com/reinvent  

Collaborate with us 

"hands on" with the AI 

engine, scan the QR

code to register


