
Despite low oil prices and reduced government spending, M&A activity in the UAE remains strong because of continued population growth 

and anticipated GDP growth. UAE is facing the same need as other Gulf states to diversify its economy to reduce its dependence on oil and 

gas. A gradual recovery in M&A and IPO activity in 2017 should support this development.
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*The Transaction Attractiveness Indicator is an overall score calculated 
using a weighted average of the 10 factors included in the chart above. 
The score reflects the attractiveness of a country's current environment 
for M&A and IPO activity on a scale from 0 to 10. It's based on past 
transactional activity in that country and data on key economic, financial 
and regulatory factors that drive M&A and IPO activity. Because many of 
these factors change slowly over time, a country's current score is a strong 
indicator of whether it will have the right features to attract transactional 
activity in the future.


